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Message from the tgam

he last picture was inserted. All the i's were dotted, all the t's were crossed. As we completed Shoreline
2017, we reflected upon our desired goals, and how much we achieved.

When we sat down in August to design Shoreline, we felt the need to include something new, something of our
own. To leave our mark on the magazine. Our seniors had created the Humans of NITK Section. This year, we
have included a new section called Final Year Memories. We spoke to final year students of each department, and
asked them to go down the memory lane and reflect on the four year journey that is NITK.

We have a new section consisting entirely of interviews. We spoke to the people of NITK. We spoke to alumni
who have achieved great things. We spoke to our startups.

We have put the Shoreline together keeping in mind the desires of you, the readers. We hope that it serves as a
reminder of the days gone by, of friendships and ever lasting bonds.

This magazine could not have been put together without the yearlong efforts of the dedicated team, comprising
of members from all years. In addition, we would like to thank Professor SM Hegde, the Dean of Student Wel-
fare, Dr. Hem Prasad Nath and Dr. Manoj Shetty, the SAS officers, Ms. Merlyn from the DSW Office, and the
student council representatives, Arshad Khan (President) and Almas Parveen (Vice President).

So go ahead. Peruse this magazine at your leisure, and we hope that our work brings you satisfaction.

FChief Editor A

Prof. S.M.Hegde

Editorial Team

Siddharth Dhananjay, Ramiz Hussain, Suryansh Kumar, Salman Shah, Chaitali Kulkarni, Meghana
Potta, Sahana Roy, Govind Jeevan, Pranathi Alla, Abheet Kumar, Lakshman Saketh, Jessina Cherry,
Prerana Mahalanobis, Anusha S, Tarun Pratap Singh, Vaishnavi B M, Vijaykrishna Naganoor,
Pranav M, Yashaswini Karanth, Revanth V, Kanchan Raichandani, Sandeep Sharma, Sonali Shetty,
Chayanika Das

Photo Credits
Sanil Studios(Photo Gallery), Harikrishnan Radhakrishnan (Cover/Back/Contents Page), Karthik S
(Admin Team)

Design Team
Rohit M.A, Dhanvini Gudi, Deepak P

The Shoreling
2017 Team




With pleasure and pride | announce the latest edition
of the annual institute magazine - shoreline 2017. |
am indeed glad to note that this is conceived, compiled,
edited and brought out by students and faculty of NITK.

Shoreline, over the years, has been a medium for
expression of thoughts and frank opinion of students as
well as a platform to showcase their literary, artistic
and technical talents. The year book in addition to a
number of nice articles, good interviews, delightful po-
ems, humourous jokes also includes a number of beau-
tiful photographs which reflects the sweet memories
of the campus life. | congratulate the editorial team for
their tireless efforts in bringing out this volume well in
time. | would also like to wish all the outgoing students
all the very best in all walks of their life.

Prof KN. Lokesh
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From the
Director’s

Desk

From the
Dean’s

Desk

t gives me an immense pleasure to present the fourth

edition of our institute magazine Shoreline. This mag-
azine gives the proud achievements and creative flair
of NITKians. The shoreline team worked day and night
to bring it to this quality. It has been my privilege to
be associated with Shoreline. This edition builds upon
the strengths of its predecessor, presents originality
in both content and design. | would like to congratulate
the Shoreline team on the successful culmination of
what has been months of coordinated effort. Nitk has
taken active role in the implementation of Swachh
Bharath and Vittiya Saksharta Abhiyan. The students
have actively participated in outreach activities. Many
national level sports and games competitions were
conducted. We hope to climb the ladder of quality, year
after year.

Prof. Suresh M Hegde
Dean Stud-ents’ Welfare
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¢ aMaking Strangers |

(A Sentimental Article by a Usually Unsentimental Final Year)

We all know about making friends. But ever heard
of making strangers? How do you make someone
a stranger? Isn’t everyone a stranger before you
get to know them? Yeah, that’s true. Everyone’s a
stranger when you meet them first. We meet many
strangers after we enter college. And now you
may call some of them friends, or best friends, or
soulmates or your favourite expletives (in jest or
otherwise). I remember in first year when every-
one was new and it would be so hard to remem-
ber names. And now, nearing the end, some of the
friends we made are now strangers once again.

How do you know that they are strangers once
again? They are strangers when you meet them
and the only thing you recognize about them is
their face. They are strangers, when you notice
them walking towards you and you don’t know
whether to look ahead or look away. They are
strangers when you meet their eyes across the
road and see cold emptiness. When a muttered
“Hi” and a wavering wave of the hand is accom-
panied only by a smile forced. When a chance
meeting instantly sparkles fond memories, but
also a lingering gaze and awkward silence. When
a hug feels superficial and cursory and you don’t
feel your arms rising up. When an old gift no lon-
ger radiates the warmth of familiarity.

I happen to have a really good memory. Details
about people’s likes and dislikes, novels I have
read, movies I have watched, birthdays of friends
and even fictional characters, phone numbers, I
happen to recall all of them with ease. I even sur-
prise myself with the details I remember of con-
versations old and new (it was a certain one, by
the way, which inspired the writing of this arti-
cle). Sadly, this memory does not happen to work
with textbooks and anything remotely academic.
Though my friends say that such a memory is a
gift, I think it is a curse, because I tend to remem-
ber everything about people, even when they have
forgotten everything about me.

You've gone incognito

While helping manage the photoshoot for our col-
lege’s annual magazine Shoreline, I saw almost
everyone in college, taking up their spots in the
group photos, smiling at the camera and leaving.
And seeing so many ‘strangers” whom I was once
familiar with, brought about this huge sense of
awareness and consciousness about all the things
that have already ended and are ending soon. Ad-
ditionally, the flashing of a plethora of memories
associated with all these strangers added an enor-
mous weight to that feeling. Many people forget
even faces and names of the people they studied
with, or once were friends with, But not me. I wish
I could though. It is funny how we always remem-
ber the things we try to forget, but always forget
the things we try to remember.

So this one goes out to all the strangers I've made
over the past four years. To half frozen memories
waiting to come alive amidst recollections and
remembrance. To the could haves, should haves
and would haves. To incomplete promises long
forgotten. If you too have some strangers current-
ly in the making, reach out and talk to them before
it's too late. Maybe the bridges aren’t yet burnt,
maybe the wall isn’t yet built. After all, everyone
is just a call away.

Suryansh D Kumar
Final Year B.Tech IT




JUDGE ME,
IF YOU CAN

RRRRAR

“Hey, you ever wonder why choppers have a
secondary rotor on the side, along with the main
one?,” asked my friend. “It's to conserve angular
momentum. When the main rotor spins, the body
of the helicopter has a tendency to rotate in the
opposite direction. The side rotor compensates for
this,” I replied.

When I knew I would be joining NITK, these are
the type of conversations I imagined I would be
having; on science and technology; on logic and

compete, it becomes a full-fledged rat race. Or is it
a problem with the mindset? ‘College is the time
to have fun’. ‘Since I made it here, I don’t need to
study anymore’.

Obviously I had expected too much. Or had I?

During the course of the three semesters I have
spent here, I have realized one thing for certain.
The interest and passion is there, hidden deep
inside, hidden by those who don’t want to be
mocked and made fun of; and by the ones who
dumb themselves down in order to fit in and in
order to be ‘cool’. I have met some students with
wonderful skills and knowledge hiding only to
avoid being judged. And that’s only one side of the
coin. Quite a few spend most of their time judging
others and trying to pull them down, rather than
encouraging them.

I know a person in final year who completely ig-
nored his branch and went into finance, just be-
cause it was the trend. Want to know why going

“Hey, you ever wonder why choppers have a secondary rotor
on the side, along with the main one?,”

ideas. I expected to meet people with an undying
passion for science.

Obviously I had expected too much.

College is supposed to be a shrine for learning and
NITK, one of the best at that. But I haven’t quite ex-
perienced that thus far. There have definitely been
exceptions, but one could sense that the overall
passion for learning was a bit damp. Many claim
to have chosen their branch completely based
on their interest. Then why do most of us study
only on the night before the exam, never bother to
read up on any extra reference books, and attend
classes only to satisfy the magic number of 75.
We spend a majority of our time on trivial things
hardly related to our goals and completely ignore
learning while studying for exams. This brings us
to the question, why? Maybe it is the consequence
of society emphasizing grades over learning, or
maybe when you make toppers of various schools

into research is so unpopular in India? Peer pres-
sure and parental pressure, that’s why. We need
to stop judging and start being ourselves. Coop-
eration and helping others will make us reach
great heights. Work hard and prove others wrong,
because some people will never stop being judg-
mental.

It is heartening to see that most people learn to
ignore being judged at some time during college
or even later in life. And that is one of the biggest
things life can teach you, because that’s when the
door to success and happiness opens. Believe it
or not, each of us can achieve success, in our own
way.

Sanjith Krishna
IT year B.Tech , Chemical Engg.

Slow.
Steady.
And Have Fun!

Exactly twice in my life I have had difficulties in
explaining my running habits to a doctor.

The first encounter was back in Hyderabad in the
year of 2003. Back then I was a young, lazy soft-
ware engineer. | went to see the doctor for my nev-
er ending back pain. He just got angry and asked,
“You are twenty three and you say you don’t even
run a kilometer for exercise. What do you think
you will be able to do when you are 40?” I was
speechless. Mercilessly, I was thrown out without
medicines and was asked to take up running. At
that moment, I had not imagined- even in the cra-
ziest corner of my brain- that I will have to goto a
doctor for a second time in 2014. This time with a
bad knee pain, only to be faced with a drastically
different question “You are running 7km every-
day! It is too much! Why do you run?” Once again
I had no answers and was thrown out without
medicines, but having been asked to stop running!

The second incident forced me to ruminate about
why and how much one should run? Here are
three tips that helped me. Hope it will help those
of you who are fascinated by long distance run-
ners, but haven’t managed to take the initial step.

I don’t think one should run for the after-effects
of running - weight loss/stamina building/...
Run if you feel like enjoying it. Taking it up for
results keeps you distracted and anxious for the
future rather than enjoying the process. It sim-
ply destroys the beauty of the act and takes away
your happiness. For me, NITK feels like a beau-
tiful (perfect) place to run. The chirping of thirty
different birds, the misty air, a calm beach, golden
yellow sunlight pushes me to do it. You may have
different reasons but let it be about the feel of a
run rather than the effects after it.

The second important thing is to run less than
what you can. Again it is related to the first point.
It reduces your happiness when you overstrain.

While you are a beginner, please do run slow
(walking speed I would say) and don’t look at the
watch or distance you covered. It is simple science.
The energy that is stored in your body is same. If
you sprint, you spend too much of energy and get
tired in 15 seconds. But if you run slowly, you can
use that energy for more time. This way you keep
building confidence and it slowly gets to a point
where you can run longer distances. Personally, I
have tried it with three people at NITK and all the
three were ready to run 5km in a month.

Now, consider the case that a Professor tells us
to study only as much as we would like to. I am
sure most of us won’t study except for that special
situation (popularly known as exams) when the
entire class decides to study. Peer pressure works
amazingly. Therefore the third tip is to get some
running partners. You don’t need expert runners.
Rather select the people whom you will be happy
to be with, preferably at the same running level as
you are. NITK is such a diverse set of people that
such people definitely exist. If not in your class/
wing, they are in the next wing. Even if all fan-
cy things around fail to motivate you, friends will
definitely make it fun to run. Also there are some
technical things like how to select a shoe, how to
improve your time and distance, what to do about
injuries, what food one should take. As a group,
people can discuss, explore and optimize these
things from internet, books, running forumes.

I know people are thinking about why I am not
mentioning snakes and dogs that might act as de-
terrents at NITK. IMHO, snakes would anyway
shy away from the stamping. I have not encoun-
tered a single snake while running for the past
three years. Coming to dogs, here is one tip - nev-
er stare at them; look elsewhere. If you think it
is chasing you, just stop and act as if you don’t
care. 99% of the time it has worked. The remain-
ing 1% of the time, we pelted them with stones
(I wouldn’t recommend it though), and they all
eventually backed off.

So please look around, get partners, start slow,
keep steady and run to fun!

[The author tries to run regularly and is happy
to keep company for like-minded people for run-
ning]

- Dr Deepu Vijayasenan, Dept of ECE




After his much talked about trip to the Galapagos
island, Charles Darwin, then twenty-seven years
old, at the beginning of a brilliant career, just sat
down to “ponder over’ the specimen he had col-
lected. He took another twenty-three years to
finally write up and publish his observations,
hypotheses, and his magnum opus, the theory
of biological evolution. That too after coming to
know about Alfred Russel Wallace, another young
naturalist who had almost scooped him.

If Darwin was doing this today, his book would
not have been counted. He has to start publish-
ing as soon as he starts his voyage, and make sure
that they get cited by his peers. And his opponents
would have figured out that the best strategy was
to simply ignore him. There would not have been
any heated debate or discussions. He would be
living in a world where scientific discoveries are
merely a means of career advance, and theories
stay far away from the public discourse.

Twenty years of meditation over one experiment
is too much of time in today’s world. Indeed, such
a delay would be equivalent to a career suicide in
the present academic climate. The current mantra
is “publish’ - by hook or crook or black magic- ‘or
perish’. A research scientist is now judged by his
peers, employers, funding agencies, and policy
makers from the list of publications. Science was
once considered a way of knowing truth about the
material world, by carefully observing, forming
various hypotheses, testing them by means of ex-
periments, and theorizing. Once they had their
“Aha” moment, they could proudly write to col-
leagues and friends elsewhere. They discussed
their findings with friends, peers, and the wider
public, by means of letters, talks, and finally write-
ups in journals published by scholarly societies,
such as the Royal Society in Britain. That era is
now considered to be too ‘romantic’. It is, like ev-
erything that was good, dead and gone forever.

The vulgar obsession in our era is to reduce every-
thing to a comparable metric. For research, it is the
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number of papers and the citation index. Young
scientists and apprentices are now encouraged to
break their research strategy in to ‘publons’: little
amount of research that will lead to a publication
with minimal effort (Feibelman, 2011). Publica-
tions have gone through an identity crisis. From
an idea that has to be read and discussed, it has re-
duced to a mere index, stripped off all its intellec-
tual pretensions. A mere number, just like a man
in a prison yard. Its ideas, arguments, aspirations,
and frustrations have all been robbed away, and
what is left with is this number, a metric that os-
tensibly says how important it is or is not. A num-
ber that people can flaunt, employers can count
and compare, and funding agencies can use (“you
are index xx, sorry, that is below our threshold.”).

Has this helped science? In a recent essay to the
PNAS titled “Science in the era of selfies’, applied
mathematicians Donald Geman and Stuart Geman
quotes: “Albert Einstein remarked that ‘an aca-
demic career, in which a person is forced to pro-
duce scientific writings in great amounts, creates a
danger of intellectual superficiality’; the physicist
Peter Higgs felt that he could not replicate his dis-
covery of 1964 in today’s academic climate; and
the neurophysiologist David Hubel observed that
the climate that nurtured his remarkable 25-year
collaboration with Torsten Wiesel, which began in
the late 1950s and revealed the basic properties of
the visual cortex, had all but disappeared by the
early 1980s, replaced by intense competition for
grants and pressure to publish”

But it has certainly helped publishers. Once ac-
ademic publication was considered the sacred
duty of academic societies. Now this is hijacked
by private publishers, who make money by sell-
ing these articles. The irony is that publishers add
zero value to the article. Research is often funded
by the public. The articles are carefully drafted,
edited, formatted, and typesetted by the research-
ers themselves. It is then reviewed by the mem-
bers of the research community free of cost. Then
the publisher steps in, hosts the finished article on

his webpage, or prints them, and
sells it to the very same research
community at an enormous price.
Their subscription charges are
so high that libraries now spend
more than ninety percent of their
funds on journal subscriptions.
And even well funded universi-
ties have found this a strain on
their resources. The publisher in

collusion with the scientist who is
under pressure to publish, has de-
veloped a murky business model
at the expense of taxpayers mon-
ey. In that process, the academic
publication has become, from a sa-
cred obligation to inform the com- |
munity, to the biggest scam of the
modern academic world.

The real casualty here is science itself. Like the
proverbial fox who tries to measure the depth of
ocean by his tail, the policymakers have dragged
research into the shallow end where it can be
measured with their indices. There are some who
think that this has made researchers accountable.
At least it keeps them busy, as attested by over 25
lakh research papers published every year. Imag-
ine the trash and cacophony in a world where
writers are judged by the number of stories they
produce, musicians by the number of music they
compose, and painters by the number of paint-
ings. Science just like arts can truly flourish only
in an environment that encourages new ideas,
nurtures scholarship, and values dissent. Great re-
search was done in the past when men of passion
followed up their dreams in a conducive social
environment. In India, we produced eminent men
of science during our freedom movement. It is in
those initial days of frugal resources that we built
our best universities as well.

Darwin thought his book to be a long argument.
He carefully weighed his evidence, and arranged
them in order to challenge existing ideas and es-
tablish a new one. It was widely read, discussed,
debated, and criticized. That's what ideas are
meant for. The papers can be right or wrong, both
ways they contribute to our understanding of the
world. In the current deluge, most would fall into

the inconsequential ‘not even wrong’ category, as
the Physicist Wolfgang Pauli would call it. In the
end, a paper is not meant to be just counted and
indexed, but to be read and assimilated to the trea-
sure trove of human knowledge.

0 Shajahan T K 4 Follow ~

Assissant Professor
Dept of Physics




WHY SO ANXIOUS?

You can never hear that enough. What the general
population might consider as a meagre

process of “freaking out” or “overthinking” is actually a
rather more sophisticated version of

cogitation. I could go on a rant about how anxiety is
perceived to be versus how it really is.

What it really does to you. What it really does to the
people around you. But any

rudimentary article on the internet will tell you that.
The thought process differs is all. Something as simple
as a text that has not been replied to

can trigger a plethora of varied emotions. It makes

you think things and contemplate scenarios that don’t
even exist. The world becomes your specimen and
your brain becomes a magnifying glass. There are days
when you don't care at all and then there are days that
you care a little bit too much. There is almost never an
in-between. It is the fear of losing people that you want
to keep close, of losing opportunities that were within

your reach, and to some extent, disappointing every-
body around you. It’s a vicious cycle.

But then there are moments when you are ecstatic
about everything in life. Everything

excites you, and your happiness knows no bounds. You
feel normal. You get out of bed and

put on that happy face and actually mean it. Although
statistically speaking, those days are very rare. That
happy face will always be there, no doubt, but it isn’t
really “happy”. It is a battle that needs to be fought
every day, with triggers that need to be and want to

be controlled. But as hard as it might be, it’s worth it.
It might sound impossible, but there really are peo-
ple who care about you and for them it’s worth it. If
you are on the receiving end of somebody’s “anxiety
attack’, don't leave. Don't judge. Just listen. Because
once it has passed, they will appreciate you like there’s
no tomorrow. Talking is the sole thing that truly helps,
so let them talk. Let them vent, because it has to come
out, and this is a two-way road because they too will
listen when you want them to.

Lastly, constant reassurance is the answer (not really,
but close enough). They need to be constantly told that

their life is not falling apart and that everything is go-
ing to be alright. That they are human and can’t control
everything. They can't help but hope and then break
down when it is destroyed.

Someone or the other always have always had it worse,
but that does not mean that your pain doesn’'t count.
You feel what you want to feel, and that is a birth-
right we are all born with. Additionally, it definitely is
nothing to be ashamed of. You will lose many people,
but that isn’t necessarily a bad thing. Keep the ones
that care and aren’t superficial, and the rest can just
see your “happy face”. We all have a very limited time
assigned to ourselves, so for what it’s worth, keep fight-
ing because everything will be alright in the end, it has
to be, and honestly, you can never hear that enough
either.

Mahdieh Shojaei Baghini
3rd Year, ECE

\

Back in 2014, when Make A Difference was re-
cruiting teaching volunteers for Math, Science and
English, I nonchalantly applied to be a teaching
volunteer. I didn’t really know what I was signing
up for, simply thinking that it would be a more
productive way of using my free time, giving a lit-
tle back to society and all. After multiple rounds
of rigorous (but fun!) interviews I was finally se-
lected to teach at a shelter for girls. Thus began my
unexpected but transformative 3-year stint in the
world of social work for children.

Spending time at the shelter was (and still is) an in-
triguing experience for me. The girls were incredi-
bly warm and affectionate to their “akkas” and ‘an-
nas’, themselves devoid of attention for the greater
part of their years burgeoning into young-adult-
hood. Every time the girls would sketch a portrait
of me (they’d have to tell me it was me, I wouldn’t
realize otherwise) or give me a handmade card for
my birthday (which they never forgot!) my heart
would melt a little more. They were curious too,
of many things other than schoolbooks and home-
work - mainly of things that look pretty on them
and the world outside. They could make any of
their teachers feel like the best storytellers, ooh-
ing and ahh-ing at all the right places and request-
ing more tall tales for their amusement.

Lessons would go on weekly in the shelter, and
I would dutifully prepare for each class on days
leading to the weekend. Teaching children can
be quite challenging - there are good days as well
as bad days. Not every lesson would go on as
planned, and it takes great effort to keep up with
the restless children. You need to wring your brain
dry to come up with interesting ways of delivering
the lesson, because MAD classes should always be

'- Confessions of a
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FUN, never a boring extension of school lessons.
Nevertheless, seeing the girls finally making small
but meaningful progress towards understanding
a particular chapter or hearing that they have im-
proved their examination performances is truly
rewarding.

My most memorable moments would always
come from participating in Dream Camps. These
are annual camps that not only provide a fun hol-
iday-like experience for the children, but are also
filled with sessions that would build a child’s
courage and confidence to believe in her dreams
and to dare chase her ambitions. It initially sur-
prised me how a little can go a long way for the
girls. Certain experiences which we take for grant-
ed can mean the world to them, such as dressing
up as princesses for an entire day or trying out a
Chinese dinner for the first time.

Besides interacting with the children, working
alongside like-minded individuals who believe in
the same cause as I do is another aspect of volun-
teering that I enjoy. The Make A Difference family
provides a space for thoughts to congregate and
for actions to be planned through its many volun-
teer-centric gatherings, which aim to empower its
volunteers with knowledge of current situations
of children at risk and the organization’s role in
the same.

After spending two years as a teaching volunteer,
I was selected for the role of Shelter Support Fel-
low, as part of the city operations team. A part of
my job scope involves maintaining good relation-
ships and promoting healthy communication with
the shelter authorities and the team. Diplomacy,
team collaboration and professionalism are some
of the skills I could develop, in addition to making
extremely professional presentations and reports.



MAD never fails to make their fellows feel like valued employees, and the experience of being treated
ike a working professional is one that few college students get.

I am grateful to have the opportunity to work and become passionate for a cause, which is to provide

better outcomes for children at risk in shelter homes. With the valuable experiences that I have gained
through Make A Difference, and the things I've learnt in NITK, I believe I've grown as a person, and
I'll never stop thanking the stars for giving me the opportunity.

Noelle Philipose
Shelter Support Fellow
Final Year, Civil Engg

MAKE A DIFFERENCE

How SPICMACAY Found Me -

When I had just begun learning Bharatnatyam,
my mother had dragged me to a SPICMACAY
Concert, at IIT Bombay, by the Kathak Maestro,
Pt. Birju Maharaj. I remember the concert begin-
ning an hour and a half late, waiting and watch-
ing impatiently while my mother refused to take
me home despite my protests, as the artiste closed
his eyes, and prayed to the Lord of Dance, and
worshipped his ghungroos before stepping onto
the stage. I remember being thoroughly annoyed,
the hungry, restless little girl I was, until Pt. Birju
Maharaj walked up on stage, sang a small prayer,
and struck a pose, ready to begin. Two hours lat-
er, at a little past midnight, I remember sitting in
a dazed silence, amazed at what I had witnessed.
That incredible passion and love for his art, some-
thing so powerful, that it traversed across to all
those witnessing the magician performing his act,
is something that I can still remember from that
day, 15 years ago.

This memory came back to me, in my first year as
a college student in NITK. In the first year, it is a
common practice for the rest of the college, to en-
courage, cajole, coerce and finally force the naive
first years to participate in the activities of the
clubs to which the senior students belong. Block
publicity is an NITK exclusive concept, where the

students from the higher years refuse to stop yell-
ing “BLOCK PUBLICITY!” until every sleepy first
year student is outside their room, waiting to hear
about an exciting set of events, to be conductéd
“specifically” for the first years, solely to benefit
them, in ways that only these seniors would be
able to understand. In one such publicity egent, I
heard about a concert by the renowned Kuchipu-
di dancer, Vid. Vyjayanti Kashi. Having nothing
much to do, I decided to attend it.

In her performance, I saw the same fiery passion
for art as I had seen in the Kathak concert, years
ago. Days after the performance, I was still hum-
ming tunes of the different pieces that she had per-
formed, reminiscing the different stories depicted.
At the end of the concert, one of the SPICMACAY
NITK volunteers had given a gist about SPICMA-
CAY, helping to spread awareness about the rich
Indian culture through organization of concerts,
lectures, workshops and discussions, through a
dedicated volunteer base, which met every Thurs-
day. He had said it was completely open to the
general student body, and anybody could join
them in their meeting.

As a freshman with a friend circle limited to
those you sat with, during classes, and those you
washed clothes with, back in the hostel, I enthusi-

astically decided to drop in on ong“pf the weekly
meetings of SPICMACAY. I still tfemember my
first ever SPIC meet, nervously approaching a
large circle of a group of older, wiser and seem-
ingly more mature set of students at the pavilion,
talking about “circuits”. A short and skinny boy,
who looked like he was supposed to be in school,
introduced himself as the conv he group,
and called for a round ofii ' . #The rest
of the meeting went bx,?
unfamiliar with. ”Em talkéd ut budgets, lo-
gistics, travel and'accommodatiof of artistes Who
were to come to the college for themext set of ton-
certs, galled circuits. After the meeting, the group
ed to me, and we all walked towards Amul, on
the other side of the campus for Golgappas. The
warmth, with which they invited me to join them,
made me feel like a part of the group already!

tried to help them out in syial
Rangoli or flowers fomth@ftage arrangement, or

group felt so much like-familyy with every one of
the members going out of theirfy ay to help each
other, working together Mssfully conduct
concerts and hanging out with each other, as often

as possible, visiting the most random places, hav-
ing the most wonderful stories to tell.

I attended the SPICMACAY International Con-
vention in the summer of my first year, and spent
an entire week listening to talks, watching perfor-
mances and attending workshops hosted by some
of the most senior artistes in the various fields of
music, dance and fine arts. Every one of them, as
diverse as they seemed, was connected togeth-
er through a common theme of deep and honest
passion for their field, coupled with an incredible
amount of humility, which allowed them to learn
and grow further as artistes, and as human beings.
For this valuable lesson, and exposure to strong

sparks of inspiration, I will always be grateful to
SPICMACAY.

As the years went by, I went from a casual admir-
er of SPICMACAY activities to becoming a part of
the organizational group.

As a senior, now I have a bunch of juniors join-
ing the team, volunteering in their own ways and
looking to us seniors for help in organization.
While having conversations with them, spiced
with memories, a bit of teasing and a perfect
blend of respect, trust and care for each other, I
cannot help feel nostalgic about the time I first
joined"SPICMACAY in my first year. I realize that
over the course of four years, I have been able to
form beautiful bonds of friendship with people
from seven batches in NITK, not to forget some
of the incredibly amazing human beings; part of
the SPICMACAY alumni, with whom [ instantly
struck a chord. The friendship and memories that
I have shared with these people are ones that I
will keep for life. AsIreassure the anxious juniors
about how their four years in college will end out
just fine, it feels like a complete circle of life, in
some way!

As I come towards the end of my four years here,
in NITK, I cannot help but look back at the tre-
mendous influence SPICMACAY has had in trans-
forming so much of me, over the last few years.
The people I have met and the skills that I have
picked up casually, over the last four years, have
changed me from being an indecisive person, very
unsure of myself into someone who can decide
on a path, and be confident of making it through. I
have also grown to become a much better dancer,
than when I started out, before SPIC.

All T wish for is that someday, I could be instru-

mental in facilitating the same transformation, in
somebody else. Maybe someday, I could grow to
become a good enough dancer, and then maybe
someday, I would be able to spread my art and
help people feel the same love I feel for it. Maybe,
someday, yet another little girl sitting in the audi-
ence would want to do the same.

Dhanvini Gudi
Final Year, EEE
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“You always just want to argue!”

I hear these words every day. Most of the times, more
often than that. Most people think debating is a trivial
activity that jobless people who like to be proven right
engage in. Well, that might be true.

But there are a few other reasons why I and many oth-
ers like me choose to debate.

First, for people who say let’s have a discussion, not

a debate. You say that a debate is about who is right
while a discussion is about what is right. I beg to differ.
This might be true if people are arguing about person-
al beliefs which aren't very rational and/or when they
have emotional involvement. But in a debate, you don’t
get to choose sides. Two sides are randomly assigned
and you are supposed to defend yours to the best of
your ability. A discussion severely lacks motivation. It
is greatly crippled by finding a middle ground. In that
process, people don’t understand or even bother to
explore the nuances and the benefits and costs of the
two extreme sides. Debating is a way to bring the best
points forward. When you start from a point of want-
ing to defend a side and defeat the other, no matter
what, you see aspects and issues that you wouldn’t if
you were just having a discussion.

A discussion only works when the people involved
have an opinion, a starting point. A debate gives people
automatic starting points. People should also be willing
and able to express that opinion. You can’t have a dis-
cussion with opinions that aren’t yours. As much as I'd
love dogs being taken away from campus as they can’t
discuss their plight with us, there are many other peo-
ple whose voices have been oppressed and who need
other people to fight their fight; at least to begin with.
Engaging in a debate from another’s point of view is an
excellent way to build empathy. A debate also lets you
work with positions without committing it to be your
personal opinion as is required in a discussion. People
can be a lot braver under the guise of defending their

“Come on! You don’t believe in that
yourself”

side and can say things that need to be said that often
aren’t, so as to be politically correct.

Very often, the world isn’t black and white. It is differ-
ent shades of grey. And a debate helps you understand
the various gradients. It helps you see what the darker
and lighter shades would look like. It helps you explore
your own moral boundaries- THW legalize marijuana,
THW pay beggars, THW stop a monk from burning
himself in protest. Where do you draw the line? It
helps you do so by pushing you to provide logical anal-
ysis, by demanding you to answer ‘Why?’ and ‘How?’
at every step.

A debate provides an equal platform to all opinions.
We humans have a tendency to agree with people who
look better. We have a tendency to agree with people
whose other opinions we agree with. A debate which
assigns random stances helps get rid of these biases.
People can only work with logical analysis in a debate.
They need to list out the stake holders, explain the
effects of the motion on each of them, consider the
effects on the economy, environment, society, govern-
ment, grade these effects on their severity and urgency
and finally convince others about their stance. This
way every side of the coin gets explored and explained,
not just the personal (possibly biased) beliefs of the
better speakers.

And lastly, most of my favorite people are debaters. I
teel absolutely free around them. I know I don’t have
to choose my words carefully. I know I don’t have to be
afraid of offending them. I can argue any hypothetical
stance and they’ll go along with it just to see where it
goes.

Yes, I'm a debater. I have every opinion. And hence, I
have no opinion. And I'm mighty proud of that.

[THW : This House Will]

Chaitali Kulkarni
Final Year, ECE

Akal WBhangra

friend of mine says that Akal Bhangra per-
Aforms as often as the college conducts midsems

and endsems. But what today is a recognised
and familiar dance group, found its origin several years
ago in a performance at NIT Calicut. “It was the first
time that a dance team from NITK represented the
college in NIT Calicut’, the founder of Akal Bhangra,
Mukul Gupta, fondly recalls. “Our group predominant-
ly consisted of final years who were going to pass out
of college in a few months and knowing my passion for
bhangra, one of my seniors asked me whom I would
do bhangra with.” It was that moment that acted as a
catalyst to etch the name of Akal Bhangra in NITK.
The semester after, on 26th August 2010, Akal Bhangra

was found- E
ed. The {78 |

goal was
clear, to
lay the

forateam ||
that would
carve an
identity
of its own
and the
legacy of Bre
which, like & ‘_=—_-— —
its name, : :
would last
forever
(Akal). =

“Being from Punjab, I wanted to spread the joy of

our culture and what better way to express it than
Bhangra’, says Mukul. Bhangra is often understood as
the folk dance that originated in Punjab and has now
found its way to Bollywood, parties and D] nights.
However, Bhangra is actually a collective term used
for the upbeat Punjabi music and the dance form.

The sounds of an authentic Bhangra song come from
instruments such as the popular Dhol and the not so
popular Tumbi. The characteristic sound of the Tumbi
is what made the songs ‘Rang de basanti, “Tung Tung’
and ‘Mundiyan tu bachke rahi’ famous. The footwork

of the Bhangra dance is more suited for traditional
Punjabi music but the steps can be easily accommodat-
ed to almost any 8 beat song, giving rise to styles such
as Bollywood Bhangra and Bhangra Hop (a fusion

of bhangra and hip hop). The love for Bhangra is
far-reaching and has crossed the oceans to the con-
tinents of North America and Australia, which host
some of the world’s best Bhangra teams.

The seed that was sown in NITK has been nurtured
by generations of NITKians to uphold its values and
retain its authenticity, staying pure in form. Placing
Bhangra steps on the beats of Bollywood and Western
songs is a challenge we enjoy, for the crowd always
reciprocates, setting up a reverberation. Every perfor-
mance is an exhilarating experience, a culmination of
weeks of effort and a final release of all the nervous
energy. Unmaad (IIMB) 2011 and 2015, Incident 2013
and Spandan 2014, 2015 and 2016 had the added
pleasure of bringing
o home the trophy!
Somewhere amidst
J all the practice

Y sessions and the

| performances, we
 crossed the bound-
== ary of teammates
. to transition into

— it feel like a home
= away from home.
Graduation is not
~ abarrier for com-
munication in
_“‘ Akal Bhangra. Our
~ = seniors still review

Cupmnon Dues OUT practice vid-

€os, critique our

mistakes and commend us on our performances. The
strength of this relationship is such that when we were
in Bangalore for Unmaad 2015, our seniors from the
2010 to 2014 batches came to encourage and sup-
port us. There is some magic in being a part of Akal
Bhangra, we become friends for life. And it is not the
accolades we cherish, but this bond that is timeless,
just like the team.

Ananya Rajkumar
Fnal Year, CSE




AN A polqay to My College
Friend for Bathing on o
Monday Morming ”

Dear Friend, as you shut your heart to my stinking
body and have started hanging out in Room No. 54
more than our heavenly abode, I am forced to write
this letter to you asking for redemption for all the sins
that I have committed. I am writing this letter on the
tissue papers hidden safely in your cupboard. I hope
you will need them as the pressure of end semester
exams mounts on you.

You always catch cough when you are under pressure.
This college is a weird place where people are sleep-
ing at twelve in the night and waking up at four in the
morning to brush their teeth. I was distraught, at first
when I saw all these people succumbing to the chains
of society and checked, at least a dozen times if I wasn’t
in Jain College. But I wasn't and every night, I cried
myself to sleep as my roommate switched off his light
at twelve, hugging his Thomas Calculus and gave me
a pitiful look. The world was coming to an end. Our
ancestors had predicted it and Dilwale had also been
declared a hit.

I still remember the day as I walked timidly through
the corridors- everyone glaring at me for I still had
Windows on my laptop instead of an open source
platform when my eyes met yours. Your dishevelled
hair and that overgrown beard, the same shirt that you
had worn the whole week and red eyes, probably after
the Red Wedding. You looked at me and I looked at
you and we smiled at each other and you said the three
magical words, “Proxy laga dena?”

I knew in that moment that I had found a friend for
life. As we sat on the last bench, sleeping by turns, I
had never realized that this blissful era would soon
end. We were living in a rotten world and I felt that we
would change it together.

I am sorry. I didn’t mean to and I don’t know why I
did it. The end semesters were drawing near so I went
to Gyani Sharma to ask for his notes. I was scared as I
knocked on his door. My heartbeats raced as sounds

of e=mc square blazed on the speakers. The doorknob
turned and I almost shit myself as I saw a clean room.
There were notes stuck on the walls. The room smelled
of air freshener and no clothes were lying on the floor.
My hands began to tremble as I watched his computer
screen. He was reading slides.

“What do you want?” He asked analysing me from top
to bottom. I felt naked and weak.

“I needed the no.. no.. notes.” My voice shivered.

He kept silent for a while as his eyes calculated my
CGPA and whether it was enough for me to deserve
his notes.

“Don’t you take a bath?” he asked in a condescending
tone as he saw the white shirt turned almost yellow.

I kept my head down in shame as a crowd gathered
around me, asking me to confess my sins. I should
have listened to you. I shouldn’t have entered the Mag-
gu wing but I was greedy for end semester marks.
“Shame. Shame. Shame.” They all chanted as I walked
out tears trickling down.

I cried a lot that night and I did what none of us should
ever do. I switched off my laptop and opened my Phys-
ics Book three days prior to the exam.

“Don’t you take a bath?” His voice echoed in my mind
as I stared into the book. The disturbing images of
Python entering C made me cringe. I felt sad. I felt
worthless. I picked up the alarm and my hands trem-
bled and the alarm clock fell down.

I picked it up again, tears trickling down as I set the
time to 5:00 AM in the morning. I put the clock away
in disgust upon myself and slept at 10 in the night. I
wept a lot but I couldn’t stay awake.

The Unnamed would come and slide down a grade
sheet with an FF grade in front of my name and I grew
scared.

The next morning, I woke up to the sounds of water
splashing and people farting. The discussions of grades
and marks resounded in the halls and I put three
pillows under my blanket as I slipped outside while
you slept peacefully. I didn’t mean for you to find out.

I thought that this would be my dark secret and believe me every part of me cried as I put that soap laden with
fungi on my body. I could see equations solved on the walls of the toilet and I felt ashamed.

I didn’t know that you hadn’t completed the series yesterday night. I thought you would be asleep but you hadn’t
slept and I can never forget those tears in your eyes as you saw me fully bathed, a bucket in one hand and that
too on a Monday morning.

I am sorry. I really am. You haven’t been the same since then. I know we are living in perilous times where the
institution of hostel life is being hampered by a few responsible, determined individuals. But our race isn’t extinct
yet. You haven't lost me to them. I just need to pay for my sins and I have already started treading that path.

I am into social service. I donated my stash of 125GB movies to my whole block. I have broken the doors of
bathrooms so that no one wakes up in the morning to take bath. I go to classes and give at least attendance of five
people everyday hoping that the Gods will forgive me.

I apologise for taking a bath. I understand that this act of mine has caused you immeasurable pain. I hope you
forgive me and this feud goes down the toilet just like the tissue paper it is written on.

Abheet Srivastav

The Fivst Day

He walked into the room. Confused, weary. His eyes ran over the numerous live & loud beings gathered there.
He tried to blend in, hiding his presence there. He kept looking at the clock although he didn’t know why he was
doing it. He remembered his father doing this at home.

He opened his satchel. Yes everything is intact, he thought. Cold shrieks surrounded him. Left alone in a
room full of strangers, he closed his eyes. He saw green lights blinking before the darkness that his eyes provid-
ed. Behind the lights he saw the beautiful days he spent with his mom, dad and family at his sweet home. Every-
thing is transient, he thought. Left among his colorful memories, a sparkling drop of tear fell from his eyes. It
made his black shoes damp. He tried to blot the tears with his blue tie. A familiar word brought him back to the
present. Somebody was calling out his name. He got up on his feet and walked towards the sound, the sound of
his name being called.

It was tough for him to keep his head high. All the time he spent laughing, playing and sleeping.. all are fleet-
ing feelings elicited by memories now. It was something that cannot be experienced, but that must be felt. Soft
wrinkled hands held his face towards her. “who is this lady?”, he thought. He saw her smiling and blabbering.
He couldn’t understand. He walked away from her table towards his seat on the second row. He opened his bag
and took out his books and pencils. The lady took a white chalk and wrote something on the blackboard. No. He
couldn’t read it. The lady then read it out loud. “Welcome to kindergarten”

Amar G Nath




the Island of the Mad Cows, which helped us get another flag.

Q“!"ING WI'“ No INT!RN!T ACC!” Over the past few years, playing with the team has introduced me to so many things that I

wouldn’t have come across had I just shuttled between hostel and college every day. Through the
team and the numerous games, I've learnt things ranging from Ruby (a programming language)
to web servers, from digital signatures and RSA tg oscilloscope steganography, and hundreds of

t's three in the morning, and all are asleep. Well, all except for Team No Internet Access, of things in between. It has been a wild ride, and the journey isn’t even over!

course. The team members gather ar@und a laptop screen, watching anxiously as the mouse _
clicks on a perfectly positioned onsckeen keyboard of its own accord, and cheers break out ellectual benefits aside, CTFing also comes with other perks. It's because of the contests we

when a legible string of text shows up on screen.These pe had the opportunity to visit Microsoft’s India headquarters twice

. 015 and 2016) and IIT Kanpur (for CSAW finals in 2016). All-expens-

There’s more than meets the eye in the ptevious scene. “Of it's own accord”? There’s a library es-paid trips where you get t0 meet like-minded players in India and try out unique CTF scenar-
called “xdotool” which allows you to prdgrammatically move @ mouse pointer and enter key- ios? That's the dream.

presses. That string? It's called a “flag”, which can be submit

events called Capture the Flag, or CTFs. am. We don’t just meet on weekends, solve

e s in the technical world, and

i ing on a quest every day, and
it’s an eye-opening and h i is a family, and will remain
one forever.

So, what exactly are the ar - ] interesting problems and sce-
narios in computer secur -defense and jeopardy. Attack-
defense has each team b end goal 14 to find and exﬂloit

flaws in your opponent’s our own system. One example

of this is the final round : ition. He :OSt CTFs N%) Internet Access is a CTEF te ly) of five members: Sushant
fall into the latter catego challenges in the leas inesh (team captain, CSE (IT16), Chinmay Deshpande

of time. : (IT17) and Kﬁshor hat (IT17). members; get in touch!

The challenges presente 1 nature =
into cryptography, forensics *

field on it's own, so particip

opportunities aside, a lot of

give you the chance to go ta

Ah, DEFCON. The a
culture worldwide.
in one place. What's

et Ac 'i
‘015, ax
appreciation fro

s among the top

Having seen more than a
ite CTFs of all time is Git¢
-style gauntlet of questio
three dimensional first-pe
ly inhabited island, colle




nd as he walked up those stan;s yet agaln on thl$ seemmgly ordlnary eVemng, he knew in hrs heart
© that this was a day unl;ke many that had gone by and many more that are yet ,tp come. It was nota !

3 ; i B
e ; 1 L '_ I.'v “"‘- r,‘

at the 31ght of this wonder i ; F i ol : Ly !
P'rom theén on, he had turned into a true believer All hls hfe he attempted to unravel and understand its myster—
ies; en-route his path to énhghtenment He cartied over his belief to his work; or rather he sought out his faith '
through his work. This was a man who fo],lowed t'he pr1nc1p1e of Work is worshlp and hved by it gvery moment
of his life. A ' e g ; j '
" As the years increased, SO d1d hlS reverence for his' faith and its 1ntr1gu1ng secrets. Even after hrs retrrement he
never really stopped workmg and he would do'so till his last breath. So, there he was, walkmg up those stairs for
the last time, for he' knew his end was nearmg w1th each passmg day: Oh how 1n51gn1ﬁcant he was in the grand '
scheme of everything! .~ okl
This is the story of Dr. Neal Ross retlred astrophysmlst of the Global Academy of Astrophy51cs Clutching his
‘walking stick in hand, he'walked up that flight of stair's to pay homage to h1$ one and only God: the Cosmios; for
©itis the year 2061 and Halleys Comet is here yet again.

Chayanika Das 7

st college fest of my life, I observed a few

eir chests, and shirts that showed who they
represented: Technites. I was hooked fro llowed the electric blue glow emanating from

their bodies to the NTB, where they had installed a

bilities of electronics and engineering 1tse1f A giar

highlight of my first night.

s the form was circulated. Ata time when I
eering, Technites truly paved the way for me to
f qreating something truly unique was the effect
y relemtless effort to succeed. In my two years
ant juniors on a “Smart Band’, a collection
iano, a Musical Air Glove, a Mixer Box with

In my second year, I signed up to be a part of Techn§
wrestled with my identity as a studengof eléctronics &

of electronic instruments created fron_1 s¢ratch, ing
Drum Effects, and an Electronic Flute.

effort), and raise it from the ground up. You tak#dre of it when it’s not feeling well (read: debug, debug, debug]),
and rejoice at its achievements (read: It worked! Hallelujah!). To this day, every year, Technites Alumni return to
campus to meet their juniors and peers, and experience the magic of Technites again. My experience with Tech-
nites is one I truly cherish, and to hnites family represents what it truly means to be an Engineer.

Aniket Rege



%w to write a poem | — O ‘tis my coeeege

Situated in Surathkal, is this esteemed college,

A - - They call it NITK, and KREC in old age,

& The engineering is the real challenge,
The word written on moon shall be th : And humidity is an extra baggage.
The poe with ;_' mount ’ People here are super smart,
Hea i And always want to improve a lot,
3 Ambitions are uprising,
Placements are surprising.
Work is worship is our motto,
Patience and persistence is always preached,
We students like to procrastinate,
But our destination is always reached.
Some homes are far away, and some homes are near to stay,
But the journey is one awesome trip, all one could do is just pray,
Outdoor, indoor, everywhere action, socialising is a chain reaction,
Welcome to NITK, it’s all worth it, be it competing harshly or bonding smoothly with the top in the nation!




7 he other me

I see him lurking in the shadows near me,
His silhouette faint in the darkness,

He has an unearthly smile on him,

And an aura of madness shrouds him.

I'look closer and I see myself in him,

He’s my other half, a part of me,

His eyes reflect his passion for chaos,
Inviting me to be a part of his team again.

Oh! the things we have done together,

It would make you cringe, and run away,
You wouldn’t believe the hellish moments
That we have shared in the past.

I would be lying if I said I didn’t enjoy them,
Oh yes!! I lived for those moments of joy,
Relishing and ravishing in the wretched,
And now he has set his eyes on me.

He’s back from the pit I had cast him in,

He has clawed his way out and tracked me down,
I see him and he sees me,

His haughty smile has an abnormal attraction.

I have treaded on the path of right far too long,

I have been put back together far too many times,
It’s time to let things go and live a life of my own,
To get lost in its ravaging uncertainties.

I greet him as my old friend, he responds in kind,
And off we go rambling in the deep pockets of hell.

Amartya Gupta

Who am 2

Am I the darkness that is sitting inside me

Or am I the crack through which the rays make their way

Am I the facade that I wear, the one that others cannot see

Or am I the reflection I see in the river that flows astray

Am I the cluster of stories that in a leaden heart are veiled

Or am I the outline of a picture well framed?

Am I the wrath that arises due to bitter disdain

Or am I the healing after the tormentous pain

Am I the wind that blows out the candle light

Or am I the gleam of hope in the twilight

Am I the burdened soul in a happy crowd

Or am I the silver lining to a dark cloud

Am I the deafening sound of the cannons breaking the sky open
Or am I a comparison to the unfathomable ocean

Am I the least flipped pages of history

Or am I the rapid cadence of trumpets heralding victory

Am I the excruciating pain and reason for tragedy

Or am I the spirit that can pluck strings in another man’s heart and give rise to melody?
Am I the tattered pieces of glass that can never be put together
Or am I the key to a hidden treasure

Am I the deceiving hope that never lasts

Or am I the ecstasy that dwindles fast

Am I the confusion shrouded in a pensive gaze

Or am I the ebullient smile on a pretty face?

Am i the tree that stands tall

Unaffected by the quivering leaves that fall

Or am I still the mewling infant who is learning to crawl!

Aditi Bhat




Jhere was a small boy

There was a small boy,

who liked to watch the night sky full of stars

And fell asleep by listening to stories of kings, queens and tsars
The night sky with the twinkling stars enchanted him and made him imagine
Why the stars are not in a straight line?

His parents explained “ to understand and reach the stars you have to become a scientist.”
Soon the small boy grew up

But his quest for celestial knowledge did not stop

In childhood he dreamt anything but of stars

Now grown up his mind flew to quasars, blazars and pulsars
Constellations, planets and galaxies

All filled up the space in his mind with fantasies

The fantasies weaved strings of imperishable curiosity

To know the sun, the earth , elementary particles and the almighty
“ Curiosity killed the cat ”but he ignored that

For he wanted to know about the Schrodinger’s cat

But the path was full of thorns and here and there he halted

At some points his dreams shattered and his spirit tired

“But if winter comes can spring be far behind ?”

For the path to the fruits of glory are ripe with strife

Every part of it cuts our spirit into slices just like a sharp knife
But tides rise and fall due to the movement of the moon

The sun emerges from the low horizon to reach the top at noon
The strength of the mind inside the boy shone like trillions and
trillions of stars in a galaxy

This made the boy want to grab the best opportunity

to work with the best brains of the country

And watch through his cloudy iris the nebulas of the galaxy

“ Happiness is not a matter of intensity but of balance and
order and rhythm”

It’s apt for the boy whose soul and life resonate only with the
vibrating strings of astronomy

Be it GUT, quantum ,string or M theory

His soul would be enriched with the knowledge of the universe
To such an opportunity why should he be averse?

Thus he aspired the best of institutes to fulfil his dream.
“Creativity is allowing yourself to make mistakes”

Art is knowing which ones to keep .

That small boy is me.

-Nrusingha Prasad




Its all in my head
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When I was a kid and saw monsters under my bed,

“ : I.._l_-‘ ]
I was told it’s all in your head. J @ adA 3J ' (= - :
When I grew up a little and thought math was hard, oSS aoFoe: O Cm O) @?SC’ & F® [ o s il

they told me it’s all in my head.
And, now as I follow the herd,
they tell me don’t worry you got it in your head.
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As I turn my life’s page, ’.% 27;) 0J 2:
you know you have it sorted in your head. A P . vt T TP R
But ohh what of my dear heart, ® /") 4 7 B, LA
what about its every leap and beat. pgw Gy DB o4 e 0 X W ¢
Ohh dear do I even care, 3 , O ® &
as I find my heart in a snare? =,=€£? J 5
When will I learn that not all lies in my head, j r"o" _ m 5
and that I must try and follow my heart? H‘ﬂ'é_ [ o - oD B4 T o
When will I realize that logic is not absolute, P , - 9
and that my emotions deserve a turn? ?:, o s Ky (f & a':lj ’U
For a long time I resided in my head, . o ol ot R e o =%
But now some of me lives in the heart. V}%‘J . =3 aso AJo 6 I
But ah!! Dear friends I guess you knew all of this, e ,4‘('
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all in your head!!
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When I was in college did I know that I will be joining
IBM someday doing the job that I'm doing- no. When
you’re in college you should reflect on these things-

1) Don’t do something just because somebody else

is doing it and you think that is where you will make
money. If your natural aptitude is not aligned to it or
if youre not going to be passionate about that subject
or that area, don't do it. There will be a whole lot of
others who have an aptitude for that and who are also
passionate about that and they are always going to be
better than you. So when you pick things, pick things
that you have an aptitude for and pick things that you
are passionate about. Second, as you're picking things,
you have to be looking around and within the realm
of whatever you choose, you have to have some way

of saying okay these are the potential types of compa-
nies or jobs etc that I could compete for or that I could
contend for. And then where you wind up is a certain
amount of how you do, how well you're positioned and
well a bit of luck. It’s a bit of everything.

No matter where you get, there is no point thinking I
wanted to be there and I'm here because it doesn’t help
at all. Wherever you are, you pick that and you think
‘how am I going to make the best of this particular
situation. The point is that you are putting yourself
forward. If you wind up in a situation, whether it’s a
college or whether it’s a job and you’re constantly look-
ing somewhere else saying I wish I'd been there, frank-
ly you're not even going to do the job that you have
well. And you're not going to learn from it. So,when

I went through my MBA at Houston, I did have in
mind that I need to go to a university and I need to be
recruited from a university because I didn’t have any
job experience. And I'm going to do a very quick MBA.
I actually did my MBA in 13 months. Unfortunately
the year I graduated was 1987 when the oil crisis was at
its deepest. While university of Houston typically had
all companies coming in to recruit, the year I graduat-
ed, we had no recruitments. EXON recruited 2 people.
EXON would typically recruit 50-100 people. So it was
one of things where you say ‘yes, I had made a plan
but it didn’t work out. I then typed- because we didn’t
have computers back then- about 200 letters of applica-
tions and sent them out. I probably got 199, you know
‘thank you for your applications but right now we're
not hiring’ because most of the companies were not
hiring because of the oil regression. So IBM was my
one job offer 4 months after I graduated. I don’t look
at it as ‘Oh my god I sent out 190 applications’ but as ‘I
got the one offer that has made the rest of my career..

What’s your mantra for success?

It’s a very simple method- whatever the situation you're
in, whatever the job you're in, you have to do your very
best. You’'ll shine. There are 2 or 3 possibilities. There’s
the possibility that you're the best and you wound up
in the best place that you wanted to and now you are
even more motivated that even if it’s the best place that
I'wound up I want to shine. Or you believe that I never
expected to wind up in this kind of a place so you're a
little bit nervous but you're going to work that much
harder because you want to shine, or you are a little
like what I am. This is the kind of place I'm going to
work at and I wound up in a good place. Make yourself
the best person in the good place. That might then put
you on a platform to get to a better place-whether it’s
the same organization or another organization. Or you
have a great qualification but you were limited by the
number of interviews you went to or you were limited
by the job profiles you wanted to be in- whatever, there
might be a whole lot of constraints. You just could be
graduating in a bad year for a certain discipline. You
didn’t necessarily wind up in the job that you wanted
to be in. It is all the more important that you do that
job well because imagine saying Tm doing really badly
in this job because I think I'm too good for this job:
How ironic is that; The only way to demonstrate that
you're too good for the job is to-do that job better than
anybody else at that job.

When I first went to the US I was sales clerk at the
department store. I had a Masters degree that  had a
distinction in. Most other people had not even been

to college. But I can’t show up there like I'm so spe-
cial that I can’t do the job that I'm here for. Life is not
always predictable and life doesn’t always come the
way you planned it. So the key is what you do control
is how you respond in a situation. You don’t always
control the situation you’re in. But how you respond is
totally in your control.

Being an industry leader, what are your insights
about where the industry is heading and what
kind of graduates they are looking to hire, what
kind of skills we should be looking to develop to
do well?

Today, when you look at where the world is heading,
everybody talks about digital. We're also living in a
world today where people are not constrained in terms
of access to information. If you are a voracious reader
and if you have the intellectual capacity, you go well
beyond the walls of your institute again building your
interest, building your passion.

In the world we live in today you also see a tremen-
dous amount of technology being used in other areas
where it wasn’t used before. Technology in marketing,
technology in finance, and technology in HR- every
one of this are fields that we think of as a non-tech-
nology job. Not anymore. There is a lot of analytics
involved. You look at health there is a whole set of
healthcare. You look at finance there is Fintech you
look at education there is Edtech. Every dimension
both at the industry level and at the functional level
technology is at the base of all the different innovation
that you see. So, if I come back to what is important
today - 1) you got to stay on the cutting edge. You have
to put in the time. 2) It is important for you to know
more than one thing. You have to have context. Build
that context. I did not say I want to join the telecom
industry because I did not have any specific interest
but my first job in IBM was in the telecom industry.

It became my passion. It’s not like I went to college
and said someday I'm going to be a telecom major but
since my first opportunity was with telecom, I decided
that I love this industry. Then you keep building your
knowledge and your eminence and your capabilities
in that industry and you keep progressing. So it’s very
important particularly today, to have at least a couple
of areas where you are at the intersection of technol-
ogy, that domain and you can get passionate about
whatever opportunity you get that will help drive your
own learning. You guys will have many careers in your
career. Things are changing so fast. You are unlikely to
be doing the same thing 10, 20, 30 years from now be-
cause the pace of innovation and change has changed
dramatically in the last 10 years.

Being a woman in the technology field have you
ever felt that you had to justify your role or your
capability?

At any point of time, the opinions that matter are the
opinions of people that are qualified and you respect.
My view has always been to not just be the best woman
for the job but to be the best for the job. Fortunately
for me, I have been part of a company where diversity
in every form is celebrated- whether it is racial diversi-
ty, gender diversity sexual diversity- a whole variety of
different forms of diversity is celebrated.

So we can always take a step back and see it from
another perspective. Every time somebody says no to
you, you can't say that ‘Oh that person only said no to
me only because I'm a woman’

No, you got to examine and find out why you were
rejected- was it because I didn’t do it right or could I
do it better. And every time you are selected you have
to be confident that you were selected because of the
merit. Yes -all things being equal everyone is trying to
say I want a diverse team. Every company wants a level
of cognitive diversity. This is not just about gender
diversity. Every person in the team who has the same
sort of thinking process- they came from the same city,
from the same community, from the same ethnicity,
from the same gender then by your definition is more
likely to be just in one dimension. By putting people
with diverse links together you are getting a better out-
come. If at some point I've felt the diversity pressure,

Every time somebody says no to you,
you can't say that ‘Oh that person

only said no to me only because I'm a
woman:.

I've always gone back and looked at what I could do
differently and if you do get through there is absolutely
no reason why you shouldn’t walk with your head held
up because you were not just competing with other
women you were also competing with a lot of other
men.

(Excerpts from an interview conducted by Chaitali
Kulkarni)
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IRIS, The dawn of digital NITK

DEAN R&C

Q. How was the idea of IRIS conceptualized?

A. The IRIS is a long 5-6 year project. It was started
with the aim of helping the administration in the first
year admission process. The idea had been on the
table since 2004 and we had been contacting software
companies. There were a few operational difficulties
which was stopping us outsourcing this service, so
the board decided to build this platform in-house.

Q. What has been the biggest impact of IRIS team?

A. The automation has reduced the paperwork. The
void created in terms of data when a batch leaves will
be eliminated. And secondly, the involvement of pro-
fessors and students at the in- house level can be used
to tweak the software according to our future needs
and thus sustain the program.

Q. What are the next plans?
1. Develop academic system
2. 2 year plan MIS and work flow
3. Passive data management
4. Data analysis for better analysis

Prof. KV Gangadharan

Q. What was the concept of IRIS according to you?
A. Remove the pain of repetitive job like course regis-
tration. We wanted to remove the burden of carrying
out mundane activities by students and relieve them
off this pain.

Q. Why did you choose students for this job and
how was your interaction with them?

A. T have confidence in my students and I believe
they can perform at par with the professionals out
there. I would rate the interaction as 4.5/5. Half point
less as the students had their course work and com-
mitments which was a minor setback. Working with
the students would be different from working with
professionals, knowing this we still chose to work
with them.

Q. What were the agendas while conceptualizing IRIS

-Deepak P, Ramiz Hussain
Final Year
Mining Engg

and later the changes made to them? |

A. Initially, IRIS was envisaged as a platform for teach-
er student interaction. After a few sessions of brgln-
storming we realized that the course registration was a
tough problem which needed to be solved. So t¢ begin,
we went with IRIS as a course registration platform. We
tried the first two testing iteration with the Mechani-
cal department, the third with EC and other branches
and lastly, the fourth iteration with the entire institute.
We came from the top and covered all the facult'y and
students and now, with a few clicks the entire course
registration process can be completed. |

Q. How was the response from the faculty, stude'nt and
administration?

A. We thought there would be resistance from the fac-
ulty, the students would like this move, and there would
be more resistance from the administration side| But

to our surprize the output was different- the response
from the faculty side was fairly positive, the students
liked it and the administration also liked it.

Q. What are the future plans?
A. We want to have a ‘Digital NITK’ where we will be
having digital ID cards, digital signatures, and dlgltal
certificate, which will be used by.the students from day
one till the last day of the college. Hard copy for other
purposes will be kept as optional.

Q. How will the IRIS team function after the present
students graduate?
A. The alumni will still be there for their supporl We
will be involving students from the first to final year and
their contribution will be credited as a course or a mini
project. We will also include permanent employees for
specific administrative work. |

|
Students |
Q. How was your experience of working in the team
IRIS? |
A. It was an amazing experience to work on sucha

project. We had a lot of support from the faculty and
under their guidance we were able to complete this
project. Unlike the course projects which are less de-
tailed, here we had to build the product from scratch
to the top and submit it in a working condition. We
had last minute queries and changes which made us
a little tired, but in the end seeing the product being
used by others, gives us tremendous joy. Working
with IRIS we got to learn a lot, and probably this
experience is far better than that taught during the
training period in industries.

Q. How much have you altered the mind-set of insti-
tute in going paperless?

A. The new faculty have liked this platform and the
administration are open to the changes and are able
to see the advantages of this mechanism first hand.

Q. What is the future of IRIS?

A. IRIS will be the ultimate platform that will be
used by both faculty, administration and students
for all the purposes starting from admission, hostel
room allotment to the last paper work before grad-
uating. All the student related data will be saved on
the website and can be accessed any time. The plat-
form will be further evolved based on the needs and
requirements of the people.

Features

1. Database of students and faculty
2. Online Course Registration

3. Online Feedback and Analysis
4. Moodle Integration (Online Assignment Submission,
Document Upload, etc)

5. Attendance

6. Gyan Reviews

7. Campus News and Academic News

Upcoming Features |
1. Online Document Verification |
2. Online Hostel and Mess Allotment |

3. On-Spot ID card generation
4. Online grading
5. Academic Certificate Management

Technology Used:

Web Development: Ruby on Rails
Application Server: Puma (2 servers)
Web + CDN Server: Nginx (2 servers)
Database Server: MySQL CE with Master-Master Reph-
cation (on 3 servers)

Data Redundancy: GlusterES (2 servers) for both IRIS
and Moodle database

(Top) Rakshith G, Navya R S, Eeshwar G, Sagar Bharadwaj, Puneet U, Priyam Kumar, Hemankur Mohar
(Bottom) Zoeb Mithaiwala, Akshay Revankar, Kiran Ramesh, Almas Parveen, Arshad Khan, Prof K V Gangadharan, Prof Ananth-
narayana V S, Navita Singhal, Yuvraj Singh Bawa, Awadesh Kumar, Dhaval Khandla




(Chaitali Kulkarni had the opportunity to interact
with the founder of Mficient and General Secretary
of North India chapter of NITK Alumni Association,
Gyan Tiwari)

How was your time in college? What was the
most memorable part? What was the most use-
ful part?

Apart from academics, I did everything in NITK.

I was deeply involved in college politics, Engineer,
Incident and spent most of my time interacting with
seniors, juniors and batch-mates. This helped me
hone my organizational skills and at the same time I
became very good with people. I built a network in
NITK itself and that positioned me to have a good
network outside as well. I believe it is critical for an
entrepreneur to have a good network.

Another trait that I developed in NITK was that I
became a risk taker. I did not take any conventional
path post NITK. I got placed in Coal India Limited
along with a start up and I chose to opt for the latter.
My first stint with entrepreneurship was when I tried
to get T-shirts printed and delivered to NITK for
events by tying up with a guy in Mangalore.

To be a good entrepreneur, does one have to be
an extrovert, a people’s person?

I believe Yes. Essentially a business happens by
selling. You sell to investors, employees, customers. I
think the selling skill is the most fundamental qual-
ity that an entrepreneur should have. Actually most
entrepreneurs from my batch or from senior batches
were involved in college politics and other college

activities. Entrepreneurial traits are intrinsic to one’s
attitude and I don’t think that those can be developed
overnight.

What do you think about start-up culture in NITK?
How can it be improved?

I'm not a big fan of starting right out of college. I
would rather like people to work for some company,
understand how business works, get some domain
expertise and then pursue entrepreneurship. A lot of
people are trying to be entrepreneurs just to be cool
and that is not a good way to go about it. One needs

to understand the intricacies of business. Entrepre-
neurship doesn’'t mean building an app but building a
business.

If I were to suggest some kind of infrastructure, I
would recommend making use of our alumni who

are doing terrifically well in different fields. If we can
have a platform where the students can get connected
to these guys for some kind of mentorship, it will be
great. I think whenever we talk about creating an infra-
structure, focus gets shifted to investment and funding.
Investments are needed but before that an entrepre-
neur needs mentorship. There should be a comprehen-
sive platform for interaction. We should have a student
driven initiative to keep track of what the alumni are
doing and help students get connected to relevant
alumni for mentorship and other kinds of support. We
are trying to create such an infrastructure with NITK
Alumni Elevator.

How did you come up with the idea for your start-
up?

I was working for Capillary Technologies as Key Ac-
count Manager. Every time after meeting a customer,

I had to raise a ticket to the internal teams for client
requests. I would either sit in a cafe, open my laptop
and raise a ticket or request someone else to raise a
ticket on my behalf. The entire process was quite cum-
bersome and time-consuming. I discussed the problem
with my colleagues who were going through the same
ordeal. Having an app to raise tickets seemed to be a
very obvious option but on exploring further, I realized
the enormous challenges an enterprise app presents in
terms of data security and infrastructure. This is when
I came across the concept of enterprise mobility. Doing
market research and studying mobility landscape in
Asian markets, I figured out that almost every compa-
ny with a field force is facing the same challenge and
there is a huge potential for a comprehensive mobility
platform.

Still, leaving a well paying and settled job to start
something of my own was a difficult choice to make.

I knew that the path of entrepreneurship would be
challenging and would consume the entirety of my life.
Anyways, in 2014, I decided to take the plunge.

How did you go about after that?

I had started working on Mficient when I came across
Santanu in an alumni meet. Santanu had done a start-
up before and was looking for an exciting opportunity.
One thing that connected us immediately was our
mutual interest in B2B space (against B2C which was
the flavor of the market then!). We had a brief chat on
the problem that I was trying to address and decided to
meet again after a couple of days. In the next meeting,
I took him through the business plan in detail. We also
met a few customers together as a part of the market
survey. We met few more times and Santanu decided
to join me. Rest of the team came on-board through
my NITK and other professional networks.

What are the best and worst aspects of having a
startup?

As an entrepreneur one gets to create his own oppor-
tunities and destiny. You are your own boss and you
stand for what you believe in. You get to do things your
way and that allows you to leave an impact. Even if you
fail, you'll at least get to understand new things and
next time you'll be better prepared.

The worst aspect is that you lose all your social exper-

tise. You feel like being alone on an island at times.
Also, you get so drowned in it that you don't care about
anything else. It becomes very difficult to segregate
your personal and professional lives. Apart from that
obviously there are financial challenges that boot-
strapped entrepreneurs face.




Shoreline Correspondents Salman Shah and Chayanika
Das had the opportunity to interview Yogesh Gharutle,
co-founder of the start-up Perpule. The following are the
excerpts from the interview.)

How did the idea of Perpule originate? From where
did it all start?

Perpule was co-founded by three like-minded start-up en-
thusiasts. One of them is a NITK college senior, two years
senior to me, Abhinav Pathak. Initially, we were working
on a different start-up, which is a review comparison from
different online shopping websites. We always wanted to
do a start-up, even though Abhinav had moved to the USA
after being placed at Goldman Sachs. Goldman Sachs has
a three month training program where he met Saketh Bsv.
There they experienced the Black Friday sale, where ev-
erything was being sold at huge discounts, leading to huge
crowds and long queues in the retail stores. Even after they
were done with the shopping and waiting in the queue for
half an hour, the queue hadn’t progressed much further.
That provided the spark for the idea of Purpule. Abhinav
approached me to do a market survey and we saw that

the average time for waiting in queue is very long and we
thought of finding a solution for this problem. We con-
tacted a few faculty in IIM Bangalore to help us with the
retail market survey and found statistics that 13% of the
shoppers leave the store without buying anything because
of the long queues. We then approached Sangam Direct, a
supermarket chain in Bangalore and requested them to be
our first client. The CEO gave us the nod and we started
with our app in that store. The results were fantastic and
from then on, there was no looking back.

Tell us about how Perpule actually works?

It is basically a self structured app, which acts as a solu-
tion for long queues prevailing in the offline stores. You
need to directly scan the bar codes of the items you want
to purchase, add them to the cart and use an online pay-
ment method. This will generate a QR code, which will be
checked by the person at the exit.

What were the major challenges that you faced when
you started with Perpule?

The biggest challenge was the prevention of theft. This prob-
lem was prevalent everywhere and we wanted to address

this as soon as possible. So, we created an app for all the staff
members to verify the list of the shoppers. The other problem
was that old and outdated softwares were being used in the
store; there was no cloud based interface. None of us knew
how those softwares worked and hence, integrating the app
with the earlier technology was a big challenge.

Moreover, we had to make the customers accustomed with
the app. Initially, it was difficult but after we started working
with Hypercity and they publicised us, the number of app
downloads and customer base picked up pace.

How supportive were your family members when you
told them you wanted to open a start-up instead of
working in a company?

My second year was quite tough and I used to go to STEP at
night to work. My family wanted me to try different things of
my choice and they knew my childhood dream of being ‘my
own boss. Even though we had registered our start-up, they
wanted me to keep a backup, just in case things go haywire.
They told me to complete my degree, get a job and then do
whatever I wanted. I have to stay in Bangalore most of the
time because of Perpule and my parents are very supportive
about it.

What is your message to the entrepreneurs of tomor-
row, people wanting to establish their own start-ups,
who take that amount of risk instead of settling for a
daily job?

The most important thing is that “You own your own prod-
uct; you decide how you want to bring it to the market; from
brainstorming to everything else. But in a regular job, you
just need to solve a particular part of the problem and even
then you won't get a complete insight into the product.
Personally speaking, I love building products; people in
NITK love to build their own products. I have my own free-
dom and i absolutely love what I do.

The most important thing you learn while doing so

is to start on your own; you are involved in the entire
process, whether it is the Backend or scaling up the
system.

You learn a lot, get your liberty and you can give

your own time to it. But in a daily job, you need to do
your work in a certain time and way, according to the
whims of your boss.

It would be absolutely amazing if people across various
branches get together, try to build a start up and solve
the existing problems.

Tell us about your team, the organisational struc-
ture and how are the responsibilities shared and
divided.

There are three co-founders of the start-up. Abhinav
belongs to the Mechanical department but he was also
the CS head of ACM. He handles the business opera-
tions whereas Saketh is from IITM, belonging to Elec-
trical Engineering. He was also into coding and both
of us handle the technical and technological aspects

of the start-up. Apart from that, currently we have a 7
member team- two in the tech team, one in operations
and the sales guys.

Do you plan to introduce Perpule in NITK?

We thought of doing it in NITK but it requires integra-
tion from the Backend and cooperation from the stores
as well. But then, there are no long queues as such in
the Co-operative societies and hence, Perpule won't be
a perfect market fit for NITK.

Tell us about the support you have received
throughout this endeavour.

We have got fabulous support from a lot of diverse
people and agencies. Sangam Direct gave us the liberty
to work and experiment. Then, at HyperCity, the CEO
gave us fantastic support. He called us to Mumbai and
encouraged us to proceed further. When the task of
integrating was not happening sooner, he called up
their IT team and put them up for a deadline, all in
front of us. His was one of the best supports that we
had got. Moreover, the start-up scene in Bangalore is
very promising and there are a lot of incubators. We
are currently a part of AXIS Bank incubator. We had
also received a lot of contacts from K Start and Kallari,
which helped us to expand our business.

Tell us about your experience of pitching your
idea to Ratan Tata.

It was one of the best days of our lives. We had
always wanted him as a mentor. Initially, we had
mailed him but we couldn’t meet him.

There was a startup event in Bangalore and the
CEOs of many big companies were present there.
Ratan Tata had asked the organizers to suggest the
names of two start-ups, with whom he could inter-
act. And one of them turned out to be us. We were
asked to pitch our idea to Ratan Tata. He agreed that
the problem of long queues was never actually tried
to be solved and lauded our efforts. After the pitch-
ing session, he had a session with K Start and he told
them to invest in our start-up. We also are in talks to
get funding from Ratan Tata as well.

What are your plans for expansion of Perpule?
We are going live with Big Bazaar this month. The
integration is done and currently we are in the test-
ing phase. We are also targeting Reliance Trends.
We have to be absolutely certain that there are no
loopholes, which can be exploited. In India, there
aren’t any stringent laws for shoplifting.

We are also planning to go global; we are in contact
with stores in the Gulf region. After our YourStory
article, we have also received proposals to venture
into the Kenyan market. In that region, 90% pay-
ments happen over mobiles and hence, we are hop-
ing to get a good customer base there.
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(Eventosaur is an online event-management based
Start-up. Dhanvini Gudi and Rohit M A had an oppor-
tunity to speak to one of the cofounders of Eventosaur
and NITK Alumnis, Tejovanth N. )

How and why did you become an entrepreneur?
I worked for about 16 months in a corporate setting,
and it felt like I wasn’t making much of an impact in
the grander scheme of things. I've always been taught
to look at the world from a macro sense and made to
believe that I can make a dent in the universe, and the
corporate world I was immersed in did not align well
with that goal.

I reconnected with my schoolmate and now co-found-
er in a friend’s wedding. He told me about the idea for
Eventosaur, and I sensed the potential it had with my
own goals. We started-up.

What were the roadblocks you encountered during
the initial stages?

We have always been iterating. And because the market
is so fragmented, there is no way to get all of it right

the first time. From a simple jpg background page, to a
lot of phone calls, to a DIY approach to event planning
and now to ready-made packages, we have grown a long
way in terms of how customers discover and use our
platform. We're a marketplace, and as with every mar-
ketplace there is a supply and demand issue. We decid-
ed to build the supply side of things first, and making
sure we had enough to meet any kind of demand was a
challenge.

Mistakes are aplenty.. we have often found ourselves
forgetting that we ought to remain the single point of
contact between vendors and customers. There is a great
amount of friction in terms of what is communicated in
a multi-party setup like ours.

How did you evaluate the business opportunity,
the market and the competition?

The Indian wedding market itself is over USD 40 Billion.

The market for other personal events during the life-
time of a person is generally comparable to this amount.
From the get-go, we've always positioned ourselves as

a platform that helps you with all kinds of personal
events, right from the naming ceremony of your child to
birthdays and anniversaries. The market is very frag-
mented which makes it a level playing field for everyone
as there is no single player who has conquered it yet.

How did you find your partners for this venture,
and how did the partnership work out?

The co-founders of Eventosaur are Nikhil and Setu.
Nikhil is my schoolmate from class 11 and 12. We
have sat together on the same bench, got kicked out of
class for the same reasons.

Setu and Nikhil had a venture before this, called
“TheNextChapter”, where they offered soft skills
training to colleges of tier-2 cities. That experience
coupled with our idea for a fresh venture has worked
out to form a very good partnership.

What were some of the early wins?

We have always believed in delighting our users - ven-
dors and customers alike.

Our first order was with Bhukkad - a food startup

in Bangalore. Aruj, the owner, found us on Twitter
where we had changed our bios to “Make event plan-
ning hasslefree at Eventosaur”. We asked the pandit

to take a box of sweets for the shop inauguration puja
that they had asked for the previous night. The cus-
tomer was so happy with the service and the fact that
we sent sweets, that he wrote a long post on Facebook

and has been a loyal customer since.

How much money and time did it take to start
the business? Did you rely on any monetary help
from outside?

Our paid-up capital was INR 1 Lakh, and took about
a month to set up, via a CA friend. This amount of
time and money is expected in our country. As were
an event planning business on an online platform,
were bootstrapped and profitable. Our legalities and
interactions with the govt are handled by a paid CA.
We also have interns who are on stipends.

Where do you see the business heading now,
and what are your plans?

We have handled weddings, and though it is naive to
think that people will book a wedding online right
now, that is a direction we want to explore with desti-
nation weddings.

We're also scaling categorically - bringing in DJs,
choreographers, etc, talking to corporate customers to
understand their workflow for planning events so we
can enable them with our tech.




nestaway

What made you decide to become an entre-
preneur? Have you always had the entrepre-
neurial spirit?

We had a number of reasons to venture into entre-
preneurship, chief among them being the desire
to do something new. In fact, we had this desire
while we were in college itself. We always wanted
to do something that would change the status quo.
Early in my career, I worked with a startup that
was focussed on creating accounting software on
the cloud. However, we couldn’t sell it, primarily
because of our lack of experience and knowledge.

We didn't even know the meaning of the Minimum
Viable Product! I worked with Citrus as well for a
while, and acquired a lot of skills that help me even
now in Nestaway. I've also worked in some estab-
lished companies, but I never really enjoyed myself
there. I always had the dream to do something big,
something unique.

Why this particular product?

The reason we chose this product is because we
observed that availability of housing was a prob-
lem many of our peers faced. In fact, we faced this
problem ourselves! As we were unable to find an
existing solution, we decided to act, and thus, Nest-
away was born.

How has this journey been? Any major road-
blocks that you encountered?

The major problems we faced were biases and the men-
tality of the people. As you may know, many housing
societies refuse to rent houses to bachelors, due to
pre-existing notions about their behaviour and mental-
ity. When we started Nestaway, Jitu said that he would
only rent houses out to bachelors!

We had to fight many norms to establish our organ-
isation. Another challenge we face is the breadth of
our work. There are many aspects of what we do at

Nestaway - from finding accommodation, preparing
it, advertising, renting it out, we do it all. The scale of
this problem is such that there exist startups for each
stage, and we have to do the work done by all of them.
The last problem we face is a lack of control over the
quality of service once the house has been occupied.
We have to depend on the owners and the tenants. All
we can do is create the ecosystem and the framework.

How long did it take for your product to go live,
from the planning stage?

We started planning around April - May 2014, and
started working on it around August. We conducted a
pilot in September, and in January 2015, we formally
quit our jobs and started working on Nestaway full
time.

What are your future plans?

We plan to expand our target demographic. If every-
thing works out, we plan to set up shop in Chennai as
well, and eventually to all major metros. However, we
would prefer to have a world class product before we
expand to other cities.

How is your market looking now? How is the cli-
entele responding to the product? Who are your
main competitors?

Our main competition is the entirety of the unorgan-
ised sector comprising brokers and PGs. There are no
organised players. The thing is, people want services
for cheap. They want to save as much as possible, and
do not want any fancy amenities that will drive up
expenses. Primarily, our clientele consists of young
working professionals, who are single or staying alone
in a city. We are also venturing into families. Another
segment of the market is house owners who don't stay
in their property and want to rent it out.

For this purpose, they enter into Annual Maintenance
Contracts with us. Expectations from Nestaway are ris-
ing, and the customers now want us to provide tertiary
services, such as servants. This is a very good sign for
our company.

What are the most important things you have
learned from Nestaway?

The most important skill I have acquired is the ability
to handle high pressure situations and work with short
and tight time frames. I have also learnt to handle
criticism well.

Suppose one day, you face the choice to sell
Nestaway and become rich beyond your wildest
dreams. Would you go ahead with that?

If the acquirer was interested in the product and want-
ed to develop it, I would be amenable. I would prefer to
stay as long as possible to ensure that Nestaway was in
good hands. However, if a competitor wanted to buy us
out in order to kill the product, we would not allow the
sale to go forward.

- Byl =

It is a commonly held belief that the founders of
a startup begin to get “bored” once the company
is stable and the intense work and extreme chal-
lenges of the initial stages are no longer there.
Do you feel that you have reached this stage?

We are nowhere near that stage yet! We have signifi-
cant challenges and biases to overcome. For example,
someone who returns home late at night may just have
had to stay back at the office for a few extra hours, and
does not necessarily have “bad habits” I would say that
we are still at the very beginning of the journey.

Do you have any message for budding entrepre-
neurs from NITK?

NITK prepares you for life. You must believe in your
abilities. Your seniors have succeeded, so can you. You
can always get a normal, low-risk job. This is the one
time in your life where you can afford to take risks.
Take your chances now.

(As spoken to Shoreline correspondent Siddharth
Dhananjay )
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Tell us about the work that you have been doing
with underprivileged children during the week-
ends? How did you get involved in it? How has the
experience been?

As I just said since end July I have been volunteering
at a TFI community development project based out

of Atiguppe, Bangalore. The project is basically one-
to-one mentoring with a fourth grade kid to widen
the kid’s horizons and expose him to new concepts,
hobbies, experiences etc. I was paired with a rather shy
introverted child but a deeply endearing one. When I
first met him he was not aware of the notion of India
or being Indian. Over time, I interacted with him and
his elder brother from seventh grade over many ac-
tivities like kite flying, reading comics, puzzles, chess
and visiting Cubbon Park and the museums located
there. It was all about showing him where the world is
and what it’s like. I am currently in the final leg of this
mentorship. I have to admit that this is THE pivotal
experience of my life. It has changed me in many ways
personally and ultimately even professionally. Having
grown up in urban South Central Bombay I have been
exposed to limited tribulations. I experienced some in
college but what I saw in Khvaab was at another level
only altogether. It is this experience which drove me
towards the TFI Fellowship.

Looking back, how do you think your 4 years
at NITK went? Any regrets or lessons learnt the
hard way that you’d like to impart to your ju-
niors?

I loved every moment at NITK. Given a chance I
would go back to 21st July 2012, the first day I came to
college and relive the entire experience from day 1. I
may avoid the rigour of Machines Lab though. I really
don’t want to explain in detail these 4 years, other-
wise you would be reading on forever. Though in a
quick summary I miss the hostel, the people, debating
and my favourite teachers. I would push three ideas
through this interview to the juniors. Firstly, as clichéd
as it sounds it is important to take academics seriously
and try getting a half decent pointer at least. Secondly,
to avoid the whole regionalism hokum, interact with
people from all backgrounds and ultimately not make
stupid political affiliations based on these parameters.
Thirdly I would like to urge all students to explore,
learn and work to make the most of college experience.
There is more to college than just watching TV shows
in the hostel room.

What is your advice to people who want to apply
for programs like YIF, TFl, etc.? How do you think
they should prepare and how should they con-
vince their parents for the same?

Well the only advice I give to all people is to find a nat-
ural response in life and keep working towards it in an
honest, constructive way. It maybe TFI, YIF, software,
core engineering, analytics, maybe even sociology or
whatever else there is on the planet. More often than
not I have seen people chasing forced responses which
leads to lack of interest and dissatisfaction. However,
this is my personal opinion and can of course be debat-
ed and disputed by people with different views. I think
the best way to convince parents is via simple rational
discussions with them. If parents do oppose I would
not be averse to the idea of taking a decision by dis-
senting with them.

How have you planned the next 10 years of your
life from now on?

Well I have a lot of plans and aspirations, a number of
personal and professional goals to meet. 10 years is a
long, indefinite period and I do not have a set idea of
“xyz” in “abc” time frame. Anyways, I don't think that
this is the right forum to share them.
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Anindita Ravikumar, from the batch of 2014 was

interbiewed by Siddharth Dhananjay about her experi-
ences as a Young India Fellowship holder)

ell us a bit about yourself. \

’'m an alumnus of NITK from the batch of 2014, where
I studied Chemical Engineering. Although I enjoyed
engineering, I chose to change tracks and attend the

oung India Fellowship (YIF), a one-year long liber-
al arts and leadership programme under the aegis of
Ashoka University. The YIF helped me to explore my
budding interest in the development sector, which led
to me to work at a social enterprise called SocialEmer-
gence.org and now, as an Associate at FSG.

What does FSG do exactly?
FSG is a social impact consulting firm that started in
the US, and is now also in Switzerlap@@and India. We
advise clients such as large international foundations,
NGOs, and corporations on problems that are aimed
at creating social impact. In India, ESG does an in-
teresting mix of client-work (traditional consulting)
and programs, which are internally-led but external-
ly-funded. Programs at FSG are long-term ‘efforts in
a particular sector - such as affordable housiig\g“%and _
Hleducation. N 4
‘N b ¥
B What inspired you to go into this rather “’ha‘"ike”
i ield, instead of the traditional on-campus jobs?
i1 think it was just curiosity. Even in college, I was
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there. I thought that even if I failed, I could always pur—:‘:*
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Bout well so far! : :

How do you think we as students can contribute
to social change?

Just getting involved in whatever social cause speaks
to you, and persisting with it. The level of involvement
could be different for different people - you could vol-
unteer 1-2 times a week, start your own initiative, etc.
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_How many organisations work i this field?
= By ‘this field; if you mean social impact consulting

ﬁrms, some noted names are - Dalberg, Bridgespan,

It depends. For'me, personally, it wasa chance touse
the skillset T had{good quantitative and analytical
skills) to create Social impact.

I also knew that T.wanted to explore multiple sectors
in a short span of titne -hence consulting in this space
would be a good choice.

It thig fitie of reasoning resonates with you - social im-
pact consulting might be one of the options you could
look at!s) :

What is the best part of working in such an or-
_\ganiéation? How is it structured?

~#y Fhe best part r’?f workingat FSG is the people - they’re
« Alatbsolsmart, nic

e, and reallydove what they' do. We
havea faitlygdiverse set of employees who all think dif-
“',El’ﬁilfﬂy -80 it’s quite fascinating to interact with them.

“‘gﬁ 'h(gﬂ‘éstly have fun going to work because the people
a@k&ﬁ,@qmuch fun!
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tion complaints directly to the Department of Health.

solve a very real problem - cutting through
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how they €an use their engineering skills to create so-

cial change. In my opinion, it’s about keeping your eyes

and ears'open, and spotting the right opportunity!
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(Shoreline Correspondent Salman Shah had the opportunity to
meet Ram IAS, a freelance photographer, graduating from NITK

Batch of 2016. Here are the excerpts of the interview)



Lokesh

Attendant, TnP

My name is Lokesh. I joined the Department of Training and
Placement at NITK in 1995 as an attendant and have been work-
ing here since the last 21 years. I was born near Mulki and have

Z stayed there throughout my childhood. It was always my dream
to have a house of my own and it was fulfilled two years ago when
a. I managed to get one in Surathkal. I live there with my wife and

a daughter who is in L.Kg. now at the NITK English Medium
school.
My day starts at 8:30 in the morning and generally ends by 10:30
to 11pm everyday. I help make arrangements for the Pre Place-
ment Presentations, Group Discussions and the personal inter-
views. I also serve lunch and dinner to the company executives
who would be present at the TnP during the day, and sometimes
to the student coordinators whom I see working hard through-
out the day and at times till late at night. In the beginning of the
placement season, IT companies arrive in large numbers simulta-
neously and work is very hectic. Interviews go on till 3 am in the
morning and I have to stay till then sometimes. A few companies
also start their recruitment process at 6am and I have to reach
here by 5:30. I remember that I had to stay in the department
once from 6am till 6am of the next day, 24 hours straight, a few
years back.
90 companies visited NITK for placements in 1995 and now the
number has risen to over 250 this year. Till a few years ago, we
had written tests which had to be manually corrected right before
the interviews took place. Online tests have sped up the entire
selection process. Now I do not have to stay back late that often
° and can reach home earlier.
H u S S a I n I really like working here at NITK. I interact with students on a
regular basis and they are really nice. I do not know how long I
Watchman CCC will work here. The future is in God’s hands. As of now I am hap-
‘ py here. Despite being here for over 20 years, I am still a tempo-
rary employee. Becoming a permanent employee will get me some
perks and benefits and I really wish that happens soon.

5%@
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My name is Hussain and I come from a small village in Sil-
char district, Assam. I have been here at NITK for the last 5
years having worked before in Assam in my agricultural field.
Unfortunately, both my parents passed away quite some time
ago. I have two elder sisters (both of whom are married) and
three younger brothers (one of whom is working as a Securi-
ty Guard here at NITK). I came to work here after one of my
neighbours in my village told me about the healthy working
conditions at NITK.

Sumathi

GB Fresh & Honest

I am currently married and have two children, both boys
aged, 10 and 12. They live with the rest of my family in As-
sam. My duty at CCC is from 2 to 10 and occasionally I often
end up working at night if one of my colleagues has taken
leave from their night shift.

My day usually starts from 8 in the morning and then I leave
my room by 12.30. I report near the Reddys gate by 1 where
we start our parade and then proceed to our respective Duty
Points.

I'm very content with my life here and hope to stay at NITK
for at least a few more years. Thank you!

My name is Sumathi. I have been working at the Girls Block
Fresh & Honest for three years now. Although I've been an
employee here for three, my owner has had this place for over
fifteen years. I am from Munchuru and currently live with
my family inside campus. My child is currently in first stan-
dard. Before my job here I used to be a homemaker. My day
begins with cleaning the machines and heating milk. I end
my day with settling balances and logging in the accounts. I
love my work and am happy to do it. I enjoy conversing with
the students here, it's how I pass the time. They’re all good
kids. My favourite item on the list is definitely the coftee.




Hari Shetty

Girls’ Block Night Canteen

I am Hari Shetty and have been running the Girls Block
Night Canteen for the last four years. I've been in the Girls
Campus for almost 7 years now. Although I hail from Kapu,
about 26 km from here, I was born and brought up in Bom-
bay. I did my education there too. I currently live behind
Suraj International Hotel with my family. My usual schedule
involves dropping off my kid to the NITK English Medium
School and then commencing my daily marketing. I han-
dle multiple party orders, conference orders and have been
supplying food during the placement seasons for the last

5 years. After an afternoon nap my Night duty begins. The
night schedule is not new to me having previously worked
at a nightclub (a good, decent one, mind you!) in Bombay.
However my life here is definitely different and more fulfill-
ing. I got married here, have settled down here and am more
happy here. The challenges for me are the off days when the
students are on vacation, or away during college fests, as
well as the monthly grand dinner that lures them away into
their messes. I am extremely happy with the GB inhabitants’
attitude towards me. They have always been humble and re-
spectful. The GB representatives are also immensely support-
ive and I've continued to be in touch with them. I am happy
here and I love catering to NITK.

What would I recommend at my NC? Absolutely anything
with Paneer is my favourite.

Vincent Sequeira

Basketball Uncle

1 am known in the campus as the BasketBall uncle. Ilove this
sport for all it has given me. Basketball has been shaping my life
since day one. In my college days I was selected for the Saint Aloy-
sius Team where I had even played against nitk. It's hard to imag-
ine but in those days we only had leather balls and mud courts.
After that I had gone abroad to Bahrain for 16 years where I had
no opportunities to continue playing the sport I grew up loving .
Regardless, after coming back, I yet again found my love and have
been playing here ever since in nitk since 2002 nearly everyday.

The students whom I play with are not only very bright but
extremely refined. I love how they will be tough on the court but
can still crack jokes at the same time. They show lots of respect
towards me but more importantly towards the game. I like seeing
all the interest for this game, but it would be nice to see more girls
and first years come out to play.

I love to see the matches like slam dunk during incident but T wish
we had better courts, like kmc and other private colleges do, as
this always leads to better players and a better reputation.

Td love to continue this interview but if I don’t get back home
now, my wife will scold me.
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Student Council President’s Address

I'd been elected for the post of Students’ Council President with a lot of hopes
and aspirations. With the new election rules and system in place, it was an
immense struggle where we approached each and every student to understand
their problems. I knew it was a huge responsibility to fulfil the needs of over
5000 students.

After I came into the post I started working on many issues in parallel with the
help of council. This is when we realized getting things done is not as easy as
discussing solutions in a meeting. Papers had to be moved from desk to desk
by convincing every single admin involved. Though it was very difficult, I'm
happy that we could finish many of the tasks that we took up and resolve issues
in a faster way with the help of a lot of new admin in the college which was very
supportive in many things.

The first biggest success that we had this year was successful change of Mess
Tenders to 6 regional messes which increased the food quality at NITK and also
introduction of optional mess system. We were able to do a number of new ac-
complishments like campus Wi-Fi, club channeling, setting up of water coolers,
purifiers and filters, opening of wicket gates, running of buses inside campus
etc. We also re-initiated few things which stopped over time like issuing of ID
Cards and installing of DTH. Working with the college admin, we have orga-
nized various MHRD initiatives like Azaadi 70 celebrations on the occasion of
70 years of independence, and Swachhtha Pakhwada which promoted clean-
liness. We celebrated and organized Diwali this year, with a social cause, and
purchased clothes for underprivileged kids. With great efforts we were able to
have few new setups inside campus like ATM, a cycle repair shop and photo
copy centers.

The most important thing of any student body is maintaining status quo which
according to us is up to the mark. At the end of this successful year, I feel all
that all the changes that we achieved were because of a continuous follow up
and hard work. Also, I recognize the necessity of a very active council for the
same. The most important thing is the students’ undivided support which gives
us a lot of confidence to work. On behalf of the entire Students Council, I
would like to thank the entire student fraternity for their constant support and
encouragement, which always motivated us to make college a better place to
live in, for all of us!
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Meena,Akshay Kz , Sachin,Anil,Kamal Ku akesh, Kust th
Ananda, Dinesh, Pavan, Alluri Gowtham Kumar, ]

leja, Nikhita, Roshni, Shilpa, Aparna, Madhury

ahmed, Kaushik nayak, Puneet, Harshith, Amal Johny, Nihir,Muhammed Zubair,Abdul Hadi, Abhilash Krishnz

>sh, Sunil, Amanendra, Jaste Pruthvi, Apoorv, Sharadkuma

HemPrasad Nath, SM Hegde, Arshad Khan, Almas Parveen, Mathhew George Kallarackal, Tanvi Girinath, Saurabh Shetty, Sharath Kamath

STUDENTS COUNCIL

The Students’ Council work started for the Academic Year
2016-2017, with a meeting held on 10th June (virtual) with
the various authorities to discuss the pressing issues in the
Institute.

The new Mess Tenders endorsing region wise messes, were
opened and awarded according to the tender rules. Further,
an extra Non Vegetarian Mess has started for the boys.
Orientation Program for the First Years was planned for
extensively and a lot of effort was put into the logistics how-
ever appropriate permissions were not given for the imple-
mentation of the same.

First Meeting of the Student Council was held on July 25th,
after the college reopened.

New dustbins were installed at various places inside the
campus. Online lodging of complaints for The Water and
Electricity related issues were entered on the RE office
website .Optional Mess System was set up starting from July
and students were allowed to choose whether they wanted
to take up mess for the Semester or not and Campus Wi-

Fi was successfully installed all over the Institute.We also
increased MACS and SOM Electives offered to final years
and also the intake per course to accommodate the demands
of the students.

Meeting with the Chairperson was held on 27th August.
Further, an appeal was made to introduce a member from
the Students’ Council into the Academic Senate.On 6th
August Foundation Day was celebrated and LHC-C was
inaugurated. There was a meeting with Alumni members
on 6th August following which we inaugurated the NITK
Green Brigade and planted 2500 fruit bearing trees in vari-

ous parts inside college, funded by the Alumni Association.

Hostel Council Elections were held and the members were
sworn in, meanwhile Clubs made presentations about what
they had done in the previous academic year and a report
was submitted to the then Dean Student Welfare with an
appeal to allocate funds proportional to the work done.
Azaadi 70 celebrations were held in college to commem-
orate 70 years of Independence for the country. Swacchta
Pakhwada, a campaign in correlation to Swachh Bharat,
was organised in campus. The students and faculty were
seen cleaning the hostels, departments and various areas
in and around college. This was a huge success and widely
appreciated by all.

On 4th October, an Open Meet was held where
various questions were voiced and answered. ID Cards
were issued to the 2nd and 3rd Year B. Tech students and
Photoshoot for ID cards was also organised by the Stu-
dents’ Council for the 1st Year B. Tech students and some
PG and PhD students. Also, buses were introduced as a
mode of transport around campus and the timings were
changed to suit the class timings.

During the month of October, The Students’ Council organised Diwali Celebrations, wherein which we gifted clothes to
some underprivileged students from the Beach School.

Water Coolers were set up in the Various blocks all around Campus and the other Coolers were properly serviced and
those that didn’t have the Water Purifiers had them installed.

In November new Photocopy Machines were procured and installed in the hostel area for both boys and girls.A new
ATM Machine was opened by Canara Bank near the Girls Block.

A Wicket Gate was opened to go to the western side of the campus. Our appeal for a Students’ Council representative

in the Academic Senate was passed. The Lighting and Security all around the Campus was also improved after working
with the Security Officer.During the End Semester Exams, the Library and the Central Computing Centre Timings were
increased. Generators were also provided at hostels for full time power backup during exam times. Hot water was intro-
duced in all the Mega Towers (Boys Hostels) and the Over head tanks were replaced for the same.

In December, an MoU was signed with iB Hubs, a pan India start-up hub. Online Course Registration was experimented
on a large scale and we coordinated with the IRIS team.

Along with the Security Increase, Information and Sign Boards were placed everywhere on Campus.All the approvals for
setting up a unit of Cafe Coffee Day was taken. The Administration and CCD officials have agreed upon having an outlet
of CCD established at the old post office building between SJA and Amul, however set up will take time.

By January, A Bicycle Shop was set up on the campus premise near the Nandini Circle to cater to the growing popularity
of Bicycles as a means of transport around the Campus. The Block Timings were extended to 9PM for all the First Years
effective from the Even Semester.

The Washrooms in the SAC were Renovated and the Stage Curtains will be fixed in the SJA.

The LHC-A projectors that were not working will were rectified and their lenses were replaced.

The Sports Complex timings were increased to 10PM every day.

HOSTEL COUNCIL

All of us have come a very long way from home, moving out of our comfort zones. Being a hosteler means a lot of
things. It has its own advantages: it makes you bold, responsible and independent. Most of all, a hostel gives you
friends for a lifetime.

In an engineering college, some turn out to be serial coders, some become entrepreneurs, some pursue research
scholarships and some go on to get things done. Some see the bigger picture and believe in the saying “service starts
at home”. College has something to give to everybody.

In 2015, for the first time, a hostel council was introduced. A council that would work hand in hand with the Stu-
dents’ Council, dedicated solely to the improvement of lives of the residents of all hostels in NITK. The hostel council
was put in place as an answer to the problems faced by students in hostels and to fulfill the needs of the hostelite.
In 2016, numerous improvements were made and various changes were brought to the hostel infrastructure and
welfare of hostelites by the elected representatives of the second batch of the hostel council; noteworthy mentions
including:

. Installation and maintenance of water coolers in all blocks.

. Setting up sports equipment in blocks.

. Installation of cloth hangers on trial basis and spring doors in the GB.

. Mediating between the authorities and students to solve water and electricity problems.

. Assisting the students council to set up Airtel DTH connections for all TVs.

. Maintenance of hygiene in the blocks, especially washrooms.

. Organization of Ganesh Chaturthi, Diwali and Holi celebrations to truly make hostels a home away from home.
. Working on online hostel room and mess allotment systems (MIS) alongside Team IRIS.

. Working on acquiring new equipment for the gyms.

O 00N N Ul AW N

As the academic year 2016-17 draws to a close, the hostel council of 2016-17 takes this opportunity to warmly thank
the student body for placing their utmost faith in this council, and for giving us this incredible opportunity to work
for the betterment of NITK hostels. We hope we have lived up to your expectations during the course of this year. It
has been an honor serving you all.
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eep, Kushal Reddy, Pavan Reddy, Sai Charan, Tanuj, Kiranmai, Sirisha, Nikhitha, Sravani, Rithu, Madhurya, Annie, Sai Ramesh, Jayendra, Ronith, Naveen, Sreed
3-Pradeep, Mounica, Neeraja, Mary Manisha, Akhil, Roshan Vali, Vasudev.M, S.M. Hegde, Arshad Khan, Almas Parveen, Anudeep Kumar Reddy, Sri Hruday, A.
Naveen Kumar, K.Akshay Kumar, Arra Kumar, Shashi

-bottom (L-R) 1-Nishanth A B, shiva devuru, Avinash Devadhar S, Manish Chandra , S Sai Sandeep kumar, S Dharma Sai Eshwar reddy, Abhishek Anand, ] Maha
Laxmi Naidu, Emmanuel Biju, Narayana Murari, Dumpala Saiteja, G Vinay Babu 2- P Uday kumar, G Bhasker, saikumar Y , Das nth, Pruthvi B, M Pradeep
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Reading Room Committee, NITK Hostels was established to ensure that the students residing in hostels get an opportu-
nity to study and bond.

This committee is comprised of student representatives from all years and all the different hostel blocks and is headed by
the RR Convener. This amalgamation of students helps the committee in understanding the various problems faced by
students and also helps in providing creative solutions.

_ 1} : RR Committee also takes up the responsibility of acquainting students with current affairs by regularly distributing

WOy T ' T T ; : 1R ' S - | : : | ] newspapers and magazines to the hostel blocks. It maintains Reading Rooms where students can have a diversion free
Emﬁmﬁmg ' environment \fvhile studying. ' ) ) ‘

B - F Apart from this, RR Committee organizes an annual Intra College Cultural Fest “ cRRescendo “ The theme for this year
was “Hasta la Fiesta” meaning “To the Party”. This cultural extravaganza provides an variety of events where all students
can actively participate. This two day fest comprises of Literary Events, Gaming Events, Beach Events, Pool Splash, Slam
Dunk, Dance Events, Fashion Events and Musicals. This year, we had The Mr. BANANA Show, a popular Canadian street
artist who mesmerized people with his brilliant tricks. As a part of cRRescendo ‘17, “Save Water Marathon March” was

conducted where students actively participated and took up responsibility to spread awareness and contribute for a better
environment.

To conclude, Reading Room Committee strives to help the hostel residents have a comfortable and a knowledgeable life
in NITK.

[op-Bottom (L-R): 1- Indrasena,Vihar,Srikanth,Savanth,Uday,Jagadeesh,Tanuj, 2- Rahul,Sandeep,Uday,Adithya,Bhaskar, ijith,Ashok,Kalyan,Bhaskar,Sandeep-
Prathush,Naresh, Mani Teja,Likith,Jagadeesh,Mahesh,Avinash,Yashwanth,Harsha , 3- Sai Teja,Mounica,Neeraja,Manisha,Naveen,Rakesh,Vasudev M,S.M.Hegde,Arshad

Khan,Almas Parveen,Siva Prasad goud,Sai mohan goud,Vinith,Abhilash,Rohan,Raju
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op-Bottom (L-R): Akshay Kekuda, Varun Kumar, Rishabh NV, Preetam M, Sathwik'S, Anil Kumar, Sahan S Alva, Abhishek Shanthkumar, Sandeep Sharma
Pramod, Akshay Laila, Krishna Kinnal, Harikrishnan Suresh, Nikhil Jayanth, Srikanth N, Shreedhar Bhat, Kaushik R, Rohan R Poojary, Nithin Holla, Lokesh T, Prudhvi
K, K Gnana Shiva Prakash, Nithin M, Kaushik N, Sumit Nazare, Sumukha Harish, Ajey Hegde, Vidit Bhargava, Abhijith Anilkumar, George C M, Adarsh Pai, M Pramod
Sai Naik, Shree Harsha Bhat, Prajwal K, Karthik A S, Ananya R, Nidhi Sridhar, Divya N A, Neha Joshi, Nibin Sam, Anas Abdul, Rahul Varma, Nithish Gnani, Vivek
Nanjappa, Nitin Srinath, Sri Raghav, Sourabh Shetty, Rohit Shanbhag, Merlyn D’souza, Sharath Kamath Shevgur, Dr Manoj Kumar Shetty, Dr Hem Prasad Nath, Prof. S
M Hegde, Arshad Khan, Almas Parveen, Harshavardhana Reddy, Vaishakh K, Ajay Rao

i-logo PC: Asst Prof Pruthviraj U

It was a normal day, with nothing really new. The
normal hustle bustle of the morning, classes till 5, all

in all, it was a totally liormaliday. Suddenly, the clouds
echoed a different sentiment. The air brushed away
with a different feel. The environment was getting more
happening with every single moment. All with the
same feel- excitemeént; Why wouldn't it when.one of the
biggest cultural extravaganzas of India, Inc¢ident 2017,
was approaching. All you could have is goosebumps of
excitement all over yourself!
So day 0 kicked off in style with the celebrated veteran
actor Dr. Shivaraj Kumar raising the curtains for Inci-
dent 2017. We welcomed Inci with graceful:dances. That
was followed by the IndoSoul performance by Kazthicky
Iyer which swayed our hearts away as the fusion™ mum(’"
took the stage. Day 1 started off on an eneggetic note
with the workshops and the events taking place. ThES
night 1ocl\ed with Baiju Dhamm] an and Masala Gaﬁe' *
tak%the centerstage one after the other. Ifidian’ ﬁ_fﬁs_

contipued+to showcase its legacy even on day 152
audience epd ry bit of it. Day 2 was enghus

as usig m] Oceantified was one epl
sHOWm r}”fb"r_lé'going gaga over their amag@
pieces of music. It was hot and happening too'8i

the night didn’t end with that. Haute Couture so&i8
temperatures high with the ramp getting swayed away
with the beautiful themes and the models walking away
to glory. Day 3 had the usual on goings and then-the

evening started off with the comed¥ show of EIC sensa-

tion Angad Singh Ranyal making us laugh our hearts out

and giving all of us a nice stomach ache. It wasn’t over
yet for the day. We got a taste of the original amazing
beats of the Local Train as the whole crowd became a set
of energetic singers. It had to be, with the kind of charm
they had. The last day of Inci was an electrifying night
which became an EDM night with The Lost Stories and

DJ Ace Axe pumping it up and giving us the perfect taste

of the blend of acoustics.

You've been thinking Inci is all about dance and music,
yeah? So let us take you to the part where Inci defined
itself. Stunts went more dangerous with the Stunts Show
on the centerstage. Well, any Car enthusiasts there? Or
are you not one of them?

v & namentfor- W‘OH]ED tool\ pl'dcelnth high &l
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Well this was for everybody. Vintage Car Expo show-
cased some never before seen stuff from the automobiles
sphere, to everyone’s fascination. Dreams are bound
to fly. Don't stop them, let them fly high up in the sky.
What is more pleasurable than watching your Kites
shape the sky into a beautiful scene to watch? Kite Fest
proved it right as it gave wings to our kites and dreams.
The workshops gave us a whole new arena of the things
we had never learnt before or had a hands on experience
with. The inspiring Inci Talks also truly touched the
hearts of many with their mgssage being cleagand ulsp
Biz and Art events ga\;eugl wholgnew di

5t8 and buddj

Kalakriti and Expose, a
gave usa nicatreaid |
Spinshggk Lertamly acce}eﬂited the e\c1tem
adrenaline rush as the mtnef callegiate thrg

H

dunk suEplementeH‘“the sporting mode as tHe adl enahne

\p,

Inci has beerra unique one. A “better tHan the best one”.
HealVith the tireless efforts which'were puf in round the

=e}9d\, surely Inci ‘17 was-a-bang!.A roller coaster ride we

ﬁere all a part of . The 4 ﬁi want to live again. A
%} Coastal Escapade which f in its uoht sense, to be

L ,iq [Aling orie-of its kind. And hnally wed like to sign
Blying Incident 2017 was certainly the best Coast-
RNEArR1val we've ever had.
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op - Bottom (L-R) : 1- Srajan Shetty, Surya Ravi, Abhishek Tripathi, Prajwal Kutarekar, Sahil Hegde, Rahul Singh Goyal, Vignesh Moorthy, Ram Sonkar, Abhishek Anand, Rahul Kumar, pyme
\vish Kaushik, Arvind Parmar, Piyush Sarthi, Harshavardhana Reddy, Anil Jangid, Sonu Kumar, Ravi Hasyagar, Dipbijoy Dutta, 2-Muhammed Danish Khan, Rajat Shinde, Yuvraj Singh Bawa,
Omendra Bhardwaj, Rahul Sengupta, Akshay Sangat, Vivek N., Sumukha Harish, Akshay Kumar, R. Santhanu Panicker, Sandeep Kumar Mahela, Sanjeev Narayanan, Ajay Hegde, Prajwal K.
— Poojaray, Anoop Singh, Dhruv Paul. 3- Ankit Kumar, Mukul Nagar, Abraham G. Sebastian, Kailash Moond, Vaishnavi Sulaya, Neha Joshi, Mary Manisha M. S.,
g s (% 8 § @y | Anjana Elizabeth Jose, Kavya Sreekumar, Akansha Kumari, Saba Hussain, Akanshya Kar, Nutan Kumari, Stuti Ananta, Sachin Yadav, Anirudh B. H., Nitin Srinath, 4
g Yashpal Singh Ranawat, Abhilash Krishnan, Samir Singh, Mrs. Morlin D’Souza, Dr. Hem Prasad Nath, Mr. Manoj, Dr. S. M. Hegde, A. Arshad Khan, Almas Parveen, ) reatio a Splendad
Vikas Meena, Abhinav Choudhary, Samyak Jain.
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Engineer, the annual technical fest of NITK, being one o : : b B8 ‘;‘ )

the most magnificent ones of its kind, saw its latest edition | W HHHH : : Be

from 20th to 23rd October, 2016. This elementary edition, ar 1ﬂﬂn i ] a techie wi iﬁg to exp'lgre newer fields, the  last day saw stud

devoted to the significance of the four basic elements, was " g ﬁ;‘ = v B e varicd spé ctra of 10T} Brainwave Ro- the tempo that

a perfect amalgamation of science, technology, competi- 2 | "-—-...._ A % 3D printing etc. provided opportunities to develop ~ note. -

tion, learning, rejoicing, growth and moving ahead. AR LH - e _ nical skills. One couldn’t have been bored because in The name ‘Engineer’ in itself is vivid, self explanatory

Launched on the eve of 20th October by Dr. Shubha V, pide> : R addition to the above, there were also the Gaming Events powerful. With every passing edition, it is achieving gr
Chief Scientist, CSIR Technical and Business Consultant, ‘ ' c e pa == that amused the Dota and Mili-militia fans. The e nt heights and milestones and is proudly standing as the
Engineer 2016 promised to be the best edition so far. Ow- e - s ; : 3 . Ambience Committee set up the ‘Masti Lane’ where one ond best technical fest of South India.

ing to the abundance of knowledge, skill and creativity of X v T —— : e WS 12T N could dedicate songs and spread a ‘Muskaar’ by making

students from near and far, it turned out to be the ultimate 1 e ) 4 wl T et small contributions.

spectacle. o= )
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ere were events dedicate

‘to all the branches of engi-
neering and technology. While the Mechanical events
ranked as the largest crowd pullers owing to the tenacity of
track lovers in ‘Velocity’ and the skilled Wrights in “Wright
flight, the Computer events were the most awaited ones.
Coders brainstormed inexhaustibly for long hours through _ .
‘Marathon, and ECTF (jeopardy style Capture the Flag). ‘ — . 4 ./ y
‘Chemical Breakdown), ‘Sem Tem Expo’ and ‘Meta Magic’ 1 ' i B

were brilliant insights into the very simple, yet complex
world that we live in. The Civil Events like Nirvahana and
Colossus, organized in collaboration with ASCE, provid-
ed the platform to unfurl one’s ideas and actions on the
effective utilisation of natural resources. When it comes to

efficient conservation, Engineers play a significant role in

paving a way to the same.



(L-R) Abhinand Pusuluri, Azhar N, Razi Haneef, George C M, Deepti Rajagopal, Anas Abdul Rahim, Ahmed Ziyad, Prof. S.M.Hegde, Prof. K.V. Gan-
gadaran, Radhika Pai, Abhilash Krishnan, Rajashekar V, Almas Parveen, Emmanuel Biju, Nibin Sam Cheriyan, Yuvraj Singh Bawa

At the dawn of 18th October 2016, the entire campus
anxiously rushed to the Silver Jubilee auditorium for
the most awaited event of the semester, TEDxNITK-
Surathkal, an event whose banner the students hadn’t
seen for around 4 years now. A small dedicated team
worked relentlessly from the beginning of May to give
life to this event. In collaboration with the passionate
and dedicated Artists Forum of NITK Surathakal, a
beautiful stage was set up, creating the perfect mood
for a spectacular evening. Students arrived geared up
in TEDx t-shirts to hear 8 prolific speakers from var-
ious fields of travel, music, research and dance. With
a central theme of ripples, TEDxNITKSurathkal truly
created an enormous impact.

Every idea is like a drop in the ocean. An idea in a hu-
man mind has limitless potential. The world has been
witness to many a extraordinary thinkers inspiring
those around them to a cause greater than themselves.
Every idea creates ripples of untold consequences and
outlives the speakers themselves. This was the very
aim of the event and the motto of TED.

The show began with the first speaker Binoy John.
This man, a literal globetrotter, was here with his ex-
perience of their successful completion in the Mongol
Rally. He is the Iron Man of the trio Nanomads and is
the go-to person for technical expertise.

They participated in a rally that stretched 18000 kilo-
meters through 17 countries, five mountain ranges and
three deserts from London to Mongolia - the Mongol
Rally on a Tata Nano! He called it ‘the road less trav-
elled”” His speech was an incredible account of the
experience and his presentation was filled with breath-
takingly amazing pictures of the places they had been
to. He spoke about how each one has the remarkable
potential to achieve and it’s your passion that drives
you to achieve the so called “impossible”

At the end of his talk he had an inspiring video which
briefed about their rally, the people they met and how
welcoming they were. At the end of this talk everyone
had one more thing added to their bucket list: To travel
and to cherish every moment.

Next was Shantala Hegde, Assistant Professor (Neuro-
psychology), at NIMHANS, Bangalore. She started her
presentation with a musical rendition and spoke of the
interconnection between the heart, mind and music.
She emphasized on the treatment of patients through
music which was conducted under her supervision.

Then came Sriram Ramaswamy, Director of the Tata
Institute of Fundamental Research (TIFR) Centre for
Interdisciplinary Sciences in Hyderabad, and a Pro-
fessor at the Indian Institute of Science, Bangalore.

He enlightened the audience about active matter and
explained the complex theory in simple terms. He
enthusiastically took everyone through different topics
like artificial motility, inertia and information asym-
metry in flocks.

Tim Poston, a scientifically motivated and fictional-

ly inclined speaker who resembled Dumbledore in
every aspect other than the girth, adorned the stage to
enlighten the audience regarding the art of writing a
hard science fiction novel. He spoke of every detailing
that goes into writing science fiction. Every component
in a fictional book is supported by existing scientific
theories. He explained the geographical intricacies of a
different planet which plays the backdrop in the story.
He presented the fictional story in a factually believ-
able manner by providing phenomenal explanation.

Then the graceful Rajeshwari Vaidyanathan, banker turned
dancer explains how passion driven motives go a long way.
She abandoned her senior vice president post from Axis
bank to take up to her passion for dancing. She became
the cofounder of Dance sport India which aims to bring

to life the vibes of international dance among the Indian
populace. Their goal is to bring India to the world stage of
competition in international dance forms. She started her
talk with a performance of Rumba with her partner. She
then went on to explain the moves, exemplified her per-
formance to convey that every dance has a story. This talk
illuminated the process of story building in a performance
and how each step has its own bit of detail.

Sammilan Shetty, the owner of a butterfly park and a
nature lover, whose motive was to conserve the butterfly
diversity and show the world their beauty, spoke about the
different types of butterflies. Their life cycle was explained
using colorful videos captured in his own park. He set out
differences between a moth and a butterfly, and how they
can be distinguished.

Our last speaker, Robin Chaurasiya, born in Los Angeles
and served with US Air force came back to India and set
up the NGO, Kranti, which is as a school for the daughters
of sex workers from Mumbai’s Kamathipura redlight area.
She was shortlisted as one of the 10 top finalists for Global
Teacher Prize. She redefined the importance of the role

of a teacher. She emphasized about how education and
skill development can help in the liberation of the socially
oppressed. Oppression can be overcome by empowerment
and by equipping them with the required knowledge to
face the world. At Kranti, they hold seminars and teaching
sessions where students are taught how to deliver speeches,
play different instruments and are taught writing skills. At
the end of her heart wrenching speech, the audience rose
to give her a standing ovation.

The event had come to an end, the show curtains dropped,
and the efforts put in by team were reflected in every aspect
of the event. The ideas everyone took back and the lessons
they learnt was worth the grind.




e Sulath kal, Man ga_!___ﬂ,[_r

e Rain

TR
.I"..-:s . }&@@*wﬁﬂ] fe T B s

Tides 2016 was conceived as a one day women summit but, it probably lived beyond the imagination of time.
NIT-K saw a wave of women luminaries dock at its shore for Tides 2016 showcasing the metaphor of emerging
India. What started as recognizing the protracted time travel of some women achievers, turned out to be gran-
diose largely due to diverse canvas they represented by design or destiny.

The day started with the glittering presence of our young girls and boys welcoming the Guests. The formal
function started while the Silver Jubilee Auditorium settled in to a reasonably packed audience despite it being
a working day. The prayer song was followed by an intro video conceived by our own team Tides, as we prefer
to call ourselves, detailing the profile of our distinguished guests.

Largely the itinerary was divided into two sessions focusing on how steadfastly these women have walked past
the hurdles to reach their milestones followed by another session touching upon how these women survived
their tides of professional and personal responsibilities.

The presence of a couple of erudite male speakers put the icing on the cake. They shared their experiences and
associations with the women in their lives who in all certainty influenced their career to reach its zenith and
also to have a stable personal life. Towards the end of the day our choice to have a male perspective on women’s
consequence in the society was well appreciated.

The euphoria of the day did not settle with the sun resting into the Arabian Sea. A scintillating cultural feast
awaited the audience who were enthralled by a traditional Bharatanatyam dance drama performed by the
renowned Kalakshetra Chennai trained dancers followed by young artists from Spic Macay which ran late

into the night. All the participants and artists were given a memento. Finally, in spite of our dynamic audience
awaiting patiently for more, the Tides team had to call it a day with the singing of our National Anthem.
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Kamath, Rahul HR, Hrishikesh Thakkar, Rajesh Rao, Anis 2 F sh M, NVR Anan bindar Nath, Pardhu Madipalli, Mehul Sharma, Akash Ajay Moolya, Sumant Morab, Sripad Vantmuri, Siddharth
lenon, Aravind Menon, Anand PA, Gaurab Raut, Pratiksha Pai, Divyasree Pa ndra, Haritha Naidu. 3-Shashank Hegde, Chandana NT, Asavari Limaye, Neeharika Shetty, Vaibhavi Pai, Swati S Bhat, Ruhitaj Reddipalli,
Prabhjot Kaur, Agnes Sharan, Deepti Bhardwaj, Tanvi Girinath, Fathima Shak: ka Barman, Namrata Nadagouda, Ananya Rajkumar, Gunjan Kothari, Shailee Jain, Karishma Mulani, Divya Venkat, Kavya Sree, Medhini
Narasimhan, Aparna Menon, Manali Shah, Lavanya Gopinath, Shubham Anmol, Sahitya Penmetsa. 4- Anami Balaji Bala, Nidhi Sridhar, Harshavardhana Red FAC, Fac-Ad (Dr. Ld\J\JlJ] Talawar), FAC,
rshad Khan, Almas Parveen, Anant Maheshwari, Poorva Ganesh Rane, Sandeep Sharma, Suryansh Kumar, A hashank Kashyap, Deepthi M. Hegde, Nikhil Karve, 2

uha atham Pramod, Keerthi S, Sharath MG, M Vikram, Aditya Bhat, Swastik Udupa, Vinod Jacob Mathew, Chandana Velaga, Sheetal Pasam, Mounica Sanapala, Harish Kumar, Naresh C hJlehdl\ Giritheja S, Vishwas
hashidhar, Sutej P. Kulgod, Kishan R.

Association for Computing Machinery - NITK Student Branch'1s a technical club at NTTK Surathkal, compris-
ing of motivated individuals with varying interests. NITK ACM plans and organizes a wide range of events that
include technical workshops, guest lectures, online events and various other competitions at NITK, throughout
the year. We do not just limit ourselves to computer science and allied fields. Our members come from all dis-
ciplines, backgrounds and interests, making the club a melting pot. An integral part of the NITK establishment
for over a decade, ACM has been a forum for students to build projects, discuss upcoming ideas and technolo-
gies, develop organisational and leadership skills, and find like-minded students to work with. ACM has worked
closely with ENGINEER right from its inception, helping it grow into south India’s second biggest technical
symposium.

ACM - NITK Chapter consists of 5 yantras (interest groups) which are Sanganitra, Yantrika, Vidyut, Kaaryavarta
and Saahitya. Catering to not just fields of engineering and science, we also have interest groups for literature
and business. In the past year, we have finished projects like RC Aircraft, Home Automation System, Robotic
Arm, CoMarket (now a startup), and several others involving machine learning and NLP. We believe that knowl-
edge sharing is an important aspect of the club and have frequent Knowledge Exchange Programs (KEPs) where
the whole club comes together to learn something new from peers. Our social initiatives include Shiksha and
Vidyarthi where we teach basics of computers and english to NITK Kannada Medium School kids.

In the past, we have collaborated twice with tech giants like Google for Applied CS with Android workshops

in campus and also start-ups like CohortPlus to conduct hackathons and open up internship opportunities for
freshers. In the summer of 2016, we conducted the ACM Summer Mentorship Programme for first year students
in which more than 14 courses were offered and taught to enrolled students over the summer holidays to prepare
them technically. The biggest industry collaboration of ACM was in March 2017, where ACM brought LinkedIn
to NITK to conduct a “Rock your Profile” workshop for all.

Do you look forward to enhance your technical knowledge, work on financially assisted proj-
ects, develop your personality, and at the same time, have loads of fun? Follow us to stay updated
about the ACM Recruitment Program in the month of August, 2017.
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and the student community, while acknowledging the importance of literary and social work. The club is divided
into three core Special Interest Groups (SIGs) and a few auxiliary SIGs, enabling the members to blend various
aspects of engineering and life into their work.

The Garage SIG makes way for an assortment of people - with a knack for chemicals, materials, mechanics or
structures - to brainstorm together. Its flagship event “Sync” is held for first years, and tests them on their logical
and deduction skills. When it comes to work, the members are involved in ingenious experimental and theoreti-
cal research, such as aluminum alloy casting, nanoparticle extraction from e- waste and compact biogas digester
design that appeals to the industrial demands. Also, the robotics geeks of this SIG are working on topics like
Robot Operating System, self-balancing bot and rehabilitation mechanisms.

A vanguard in the area of electrical, electronics and communications, the Gadget SIG conducts an array of
workshops and seminars every year. Their signature event, “Logician” is an annual circuit-based event held for
first year undergraduate students, where the participants imbibe various quick thinking skills and simplified
approaches to technical queries. Another event that they have made happen is “Triwizard”, having several rounds
that test deterministic logic and electronics know-how. Of the many notable projects that this SIG is concentrat-
ing on, a few are Smart Home Automation Systems, Speech Recognition and Wi-Fi applications.

The Code SIG brings together an array of computer enthusiasts and inculcates the interest amongst its members
in computer science by conducting seminars, hands-on coding sessions and undertaking projects. The SIG holds
an annual event named “Read The Freaking Manual” (RTFM), focusing on first year undergraduate students,
where aspiring programmers get to explore and experiment with offbeat concepts that are not part of their cur-
riculum.

Vriddhi is an auxiliary SIG of the IE NITK Chapter which organizes events based on social initiatives. Spark is
one of the flagship events of IE, started with the aim to encourage everyone to find their pas-
sion and ignite the spark inside them. IE also organizes the annual Engineer’s Day celebrations
at NITK, on Sir M. Visvesvaraya’ birthday. In addition, the longest serving members of the
non-academic staff are felicitated for their dedication to their work. The sense of achievement
and celebration is what makes this ceremony awe-inspiring.
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IEEE NITK is one of the exclusive technical clubs in college. A student chapter of IEEE with strong membership,
IEEE NITK is a body of enthusiastic and enterprising engineers striving towards excellence. The club received
international recognition in July 2015 when it was awarded the R10 Region Exemplary Student Branch Award,
and is all set to excel in further endeavors.IEEE NITK consists of five special interest groups (SIGs) — the Com-
puter Society (CompSoc), Circuits and Systems Society (CAS), Signal Processing Society (SPS), Piston SIG and
the Robotics and Automation Society (RAS). IEEE actively organizes inter and intra club activities at the institute
level, conducts branch level activities, and contributes to the initiatives of its affinity groups such as Women In
Engineering (WIE), Special Interest Group for Humanitarian Activities (SIGHT), and Global Integrated Network
of IEEE (GINI).

WIE conducted events to inspire young students to take up Science and Engineering and to promote the involve-
ment of women in STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics). The group is working towards
realizing the STAR (Student-Teacher and Researcher) program at the NITK Kannada Medium School. IEEE
NITK WIE along with the IEEE NITK alumni has started an initiative which will help bright students, who are
financially challenged, pursue their interests in science through facilities or mentorship.IEEE NITK conducted
frequent intra-club Knowledge Sharing Sessions and various other events and workshops for the student mem-
bers of IEEE. IEEE-NITK kicked oft its events with Insight, a series of talks by final year students who share their
experiences and the opportunities available in their domains. The events were conducted as part of a four-day
technical fest, Ignite, during the month of September. Ignite provided a fun way for the participants to apply their
technical skills in practical scenarios. Workshops held during the month of January helped the student members
get an insight into new developments in a multitude of fields and gain some practical experience through hands-
on sessions.

This year, in one of the biggest events of the odd semester, TEDx NITK in collaboration with IEEE-NITK, hosted
the first ever series of TEDx talks where a number of eminent personalities shared their expe-
riences and learning with a huge crowd. The club also hosted a talk on Algorithmic Trading by
Two Roads Tech Solutions, a Bangalore-based startup. IEEE NITK is enthusiastically pursuing
the mission of IEEE to advance technology for the betterment of humanity through numerous
SIGHT projects. Wheels on Roll is one of the notable SIGHT projects this year.
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Raviteja Jakeer Bharat Kumar, 2- Gunda Munipreetham Maniteja Gopi Mallela Sujan Rajeev Nithin Venkat Srinivas Abhishek Sandeep Kotha Sai Sathwik Manohar
Hemanth Reddi Narasimha Prasad Rakesh Naga Sai Dipanshu 3-Vis ath Mohankrishna Sandeep Revanth Ashok Akhila D.Y. Anuhya Sai Pranaya Kamakshee Yasa-
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IET, The Institute of Engineering and Technology is one among the largest multidisciplinary professional engi-
neering institutions in the world. The IET-NITK student chapter, one of the five major technical societies of our
college, lays emphasis on empowering all its members with both technical and managerial skills. Here at NITK,
the student chapter was established in 2014 and has grown steadily from a few members to more than a hundred
since its inception. The importance and relevance of research is monumental. IET at NITK thrives to inspire and
influence technological innovations to meet the needs of our society.

The year started off with recruitments which went on smoothly owing to the dedication of final and third year
students who toiled hard to find the right talent. The IET SIGs are ROVISP (Electronics SIG), CIPHER (Coding)
and Torsion (Mechanical). IET-NITK is associated with Robogenesis (affiliated nationally with AIESEC IIT-Del-
hi & internationally associated with Science Park, Korea) in organising various workshops in campus. The stu-
dent chapter helps boost students’ managerial skills by giving them the freedom to organize the annual tech week
INNERVE and tech fest RENAISSANCE on their own accord. Students are involved in making these events a
success right from scratch, following the motto “By the students, for the students”.

IET’s flagship event, Present Around the World (PATW), is an annual presentation contest conducted by IET for
students and young professionals between the ages of 18 and 26 years. The main focus of the competition is for
young engineers to test their skills by displaying their engineering ideas and project manifestations. NITK plays
host every year, in a Dakshina Kannada wide competition. The event involves giving a ten minute presentation
or any engineering or technology related subject, which is then followed by five minutes of Q&A by the judges.
The international finals, held in London every year brings together winners from 36 countries to compete for a
cash prize of K1,000. Our members are handed a great opportunity to explore renowned institutes, build social
contacts and improve their confidence in public speaking through PR Drives and promotional campaigns.

IET NITK regularly holds its SIG classes, which is one of the primary reasons why students join IET. These class-
es, held by our experienced senior members, focus on promoting a hands-on approach to prac-
tical skills, such as robotics and coding which are largely application based. Talks and projects
were undertaken throughout the year across a multitude of topics, including Automated Toll
collection and brain controlled bots to name a few. The student chapter has a lot of potential
with its bu s, each with a plethora of ideas. of technology.
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ISTE has always prided itself on containing members with a broad variety of interests. While each member of the
club is adept at their field of interest, ISTE executives are also known for their innovative style of thinking and
creative outlook towards problems.

While ISTE’s technical SIGs Charge (electronics) and Crypt (computer science) are some of the most sought
after during the club recruitments, the non- technical SIGs Credit (finance) and Chronicle (literary) have man-
aged to carve out a niche for themselves among enthusiasts and passionate hobbyists alike. Concrete (Civil) and
Clutch (Mechanical) have also taken up interesting projects this year.

The club began its activities for the year by conducting a seminar in collaboration with iGrad Global on higher
studies, and the vast opportunities that lay waiting outside the hallowed portals of NITK. The seminar was ex-
tremely well received by the student community and served as a perfect reminder as to what students must aspire
to achieve throughout the year.

This was quickly followed by ISTE’s flagship event “Scotland Yard”, one of the most eagerly anticipated events on
the college calendar. Currently in its second year, “Spectacle” conducted by ISTE is the inter-section event for the
first years, witnessing enthusiastic participation each year. Multiple rounds of literary and entrepreneurial test-
ing are followed by a quiz - ISTE style, before the winners can claim the right to be called the best section of first
years in NITK.

Apart from organizing grand events with the aim of entertainment, ISTE has always aimed to foster a love for
technical brilliance among students. In keeping with this goal, a weeklong technical fest “Transcend” was also
conducted for the first year students.

An education can be deemed useful only when it moulds conscious citizens who want to effect positive social
change. This deep sense of wanting to give back to society has led to the formation of a separate committee for
social initiatives by ISTE. The committee has organized two career counselling sessions this year for the students
of the English and Kannada medium KREC school. The groundwork has also been laid out for
more ambitious technical projects that have a social cause in mind.

ISTE has an extreme sense of loyalty towards our fellow members that fosters a family-like
atmosphere throughout one’s college years. The feeling lingers long after the last meeting and
helps keep us grounded despite the success we taste and the laurels we earn.
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The Rotaract Club of NITK is nested under the umbrella of Rotary International, a worldwide social work orga-
nization, which is characterized by its members who have created a niche for themselves in their chosen fields.
Rotaract strives to give back to society and it has spearheaded initiatives with this aim in mind.

In line with the vision of Rotaract, “Service above self”, one of the flagship activities the club organizes is the
Semester Orphanage Visit. Members and non-members travel to nearby orphanages in Mangalore, and spend

a day with the resident children.Members of Rotaract NITK have also been deeply involved with Rotutor, a
programme that lies at the heart of the club. This programme focuses on teaching the English language to fifth,
sixth and seventh graders of the NITK Kannada medium government school to help prepare them for the real
world. AVANTI Fellows, based out of Mumbai, is a social enterprise and an award winning peer learning initia-
tive amongst JEE aspirants all across the country. The NITK Chapter of AVANTI Fellows has well moved on to
achieving great results since its inception in the institute in 2013.

The year 2016-2017 for Rotaract NITK included events within the spectrum of social and cultural activities that
tap into the interests of NITK residents. Along with the customary installation of the Rotaract NITK President,
the club also hosted the Rotary District Installation at NITK, where prominent dignitaries from the Rotary
presided the event and provided valuable support to its student members.The Rotaract Club organizes a Charity
Play during the Even Semester which is ‘Class of ‘84’ this year. The proceeds from this are used for the benefit of
the underprivileged.

This year, The Alumni Association, in conjunction with the Rotaract Club NITK held the NITK Beach Run, a
three category marathon. This event was an undeniable success, with more than a thousand registered partici-
pants.In addition to events, Rotaract also conducted competitive events such as Panache: An Inter-Disciplinary
Dance Competition, Verdict: A Mock Trial competition, and co-presented the inaugural NITK Model United
Nations event, with participants ranging from in-house fresher, to visiting students from Mangalore and Udupi.
Rotaract Club, NITK Chapter aims to achieve a well rounded personality for all of its mem-
bers. For this purpose, the club has brought up SIG’s or Special Interest Groups like Creative
SIG, Literary SIG and Services SIG. Rotaract Club has 111 creative and efficient members, who
through their efforts have been able to present a myriad of events and activities, all focusing on
the development of fellow students and the community.
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The Society of Automotive Engineers (SAE) is one of the foremost clubs of NITK. It has helped mould the future
of many students by organizing various events, taking up important and relevant projects and holding Knowl-
edge Exchange Programs (KEP), which is a platform for exchange of technical knowledge among members of
the club.

SAE has held many KEP’s over the past year and has taken up a number of projects for the academic year 2016 -
17.

Some of the topics on which KEP’s have been held are Image Processing, Robotics and Arduino coding, AUTO-
CAD, MATLAB, ANSYS and CATIA.

Projects that have been taken up are as follows:

1)RRR Manipulator: Design of a mechanism which is coded in such a way that it can trace any shape using the
corners of a triangle

2)CFD of Skyscrapers: Complete analysis of impact of tall skyscrapers of different shapes on the airflow

3)Stair Climbing Robot: Robot capable of climbing stairs while keeping a platform level with the ground
4)Colour Changing Brake Lights: Brake light which changes colour or intensity based on pressure applied

5)Line Following Bot: Robotic mechanism capable of following a particular predetermined path

6)Gear Design and Analysis: Analysis of stresses involved in design of different types of gear

7)FEM of IC Engine: A Finite Element Model of an IC engine is made, so that areas of possible improvement can
be determined

Two events have been conducted for the first years to give them an idea about SAE. The events are:

Do It Yourself (DIY) Mechanica: A fun event where some day-to-day materials are provided to teams of 3 mem-
bers each, using which something creative has to be made.

Otto Quiz: A technical quiz which tests participants on all areas of engineering.

Regarding recruitment into the club for the year 2016 — 17, membership into the club was
granted to interested second year students based on a written test followed by HR and technical
interviews. In this academic year, 20 such candidates have been inducted into the club to con-
tinue the ongoing work of the club.
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ASCE NITK chapter was established in the year 2013, as a students
group by a bunch of extremely motivated and proactive final years.
The idea behind setting it up was to connect like-minded , enthusiastic
and talented civil engineering students from all batches and give them
the necessary platform to discuss and exchange knowledge, ideas and
grow together. And since then , ASCE NITK has come a long way. It
was officially recognised as a students chapter in the year 2014, and is
currently placed under the mid-1/3rd slab among all ASCE student
chapters, after a rigorous evaluation.

At ASCE, we work towards the common goals of knowledge exchange
and holistic growth through many events and activities. We regularly
invite Eminent people from across all domains of civil engineering for
guest lectures. This year’s list includes prof Neeraj buch, Professor at Michigan state University , Prof Siva Kumar
Babu, Professor at IISc and former President of ASCE India Section, Prof T.N Singh, Professor at IIT Bombay
and many more such esteemed Guests. ASCE NITK, also collaborates with team Engineer to organize the civil
events in the annual tech fest at NITK. Our strong urge to take learning beyond classrooms has led us to conduct
many site visits , that help us visualise and observe structures and construction in real life. A few sites visited

are Dakshina Kannada Nirmiti Kendra, New Mangalore Port Trust(NMPT), Kudremukh Iron Ore Cooperation
Limited (KIOCL), and Ambuja Cement Limited.

ASCE NITK chapter holds workshops for various civil engineering related softwares like AutoCAD, Staad pro
etc. Additionally, we also have our annual fest for civil engineering students called Construzione where many
competitions are held. We hope to continue the good work that the previous batches have put in

and strive to take the club to greater heights in the future.
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troduce people to the magic and mysteries of the night sky. As members of this club, we are united in our passion
for this subject and conduct events frequently to foster an interest in this field.

Our most popular event, Starry Nights, allows participants to view the night sky through the telescope. We are
proud owners of a Skywatcher made Newtonian Telescope, with 200x magnification which allows us to view the
craters on the moon in spectacular detail. Other popular objects visible through it are the rings of Saturn, Jupiter
and its moons, Venus, Mars and the Orion Nebula. Only by looking through the binoculars can you appreciate
the number of stars we fail to see with our naked eyes! A tour of the night sky is given, along with the mythologi-
cal tales associated with the popular and easy to spot asterisms and constellations.

We also regularly conduct quizzing events about Astronomy and Astrophysics which test the participant’s aware-
ness on the current happenings in the world of space exploration, astronomy, basic astrophysics and also a bit of
pop culture! These events have a good participation, with palpable competition amongst all the quizzing enthusi-
asts of NITK. An event which never fails to keep the participants entertained is the Astro-Games event, consist-
ing of party games of the likes of Pictionary, taboo and jigsaw puzzle, all but astronomy themed.

AAC has its own committee for the Technical Fest Engineer. Situated on the ground floor of the MB, we exhib-

it of all the projects we have worked on as well as other models that explain fascinating phenomena related to
space. The highlight of this year’s Astro Committee was the Rover Infinity 2.0. Modelled on the mars rover, it had
a sturdy design and could be controlled remotely by an app. Other major attractions were the strobe light effect,
where water droplets appeared to move upwards, the satellite tracker, which could point to satellites live as they
passed overhead and even a model of Juno, the spacecraft sent to Jupiter.

We visit the NITK English Medium School every fortnight to try to broaden the perspective and expand the
knowledge of the student’s young, impressionable minds. In this programme, titled SciTutor, our members try

to assist them in understanding the importance of science by helping them visualize concepts and by teaching
things a little differently from what is taught at school. Apart from this we also conduct intra-club
talks, which are sometimes open to the public, on almost any topic related to astronomy or astro-
physics. This year we have convened talks on the different types of celestial coordinate systems
and their applications and the future of space propulsion systems. crystals and 3D printing.
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Artists’ Forum NITK 1s the sole club in campus that is entirely dedicated to art and is involved in a stretch of ac-
tivities ranging from conducting workshops to decorating the entire campus during the technical fest - Engineer
as well as the cultural fest - Incident.

The club was involved in a lot of activities during the odd semester: “Art speaks when words are unable to ex-
plain”. Artists’ Forum has always played a top-tier role in publicity by means of art. This year, we made posters
with chalk to support the Olympics games held during Engineer to publicize the fest. These posters were put up
on the walls at the entrance of our college’s main building.

Thousands of soldiers laid down
multiple decades ago, and their
immortalized. We celebrated
holding a series of competitions
fervor among the youth of today.
was extensive.

Artists’ Forum held Kirigami and
campus freshers, and also hosted
of which were awarded. Followed
- Engineer, for which the mem-
deal of effort and creativity to dec- orate the Main Building ac-
cording to the theme - Elements. The club also organized two
intra-club Photoshop workshops to boost the skills and originality of the members. During the festival of lights,
Deepawali, Artists’ Forum decorated the sports complex with rangoli and flowers - the essence of every Indian
festival.

The biggest event organized by the club for the year was during the even semester: Udaan is
our annual kite flying festival and this year, it saw a footfall of a whooping 800 people! Pres-
ently, we have been toiling away night and day with the prime goal of making the cultural fest,
Incident, a major success.

AR AAR AT ARAA AR

their lives for our country
sacrifice deserves to be
Independence Day 2017, by
as a means to instill patriotic
The turnout for these events

3D art workshops for the

an art-marathon, the winners
by Art-beat, was the tech fest
bers of the club put in a great

',,\1,..



Samvedhya, Manna , Nikhila , Noel , Shijah,3- Saurabh Gangwar, Abhijeet Awasthi, Ankit Nain, Mukul Nagar, Mr. Manoj, Dr. H P Nath, Dr.S M Hegde, Arshad Khan
Almas ,Sahil Boora ,Rajdeep Basu ,Johnson

The Dance Dramatics and Fashion Club (DDFC) is a cultural club in NITK which brings you Spandan,
Bharat Darshan and a revamped Dandiya Night.

We brought back the much loved Dandiya Night, a workshop which brings together all ethnicities to
enjoy the folk dance of Dandiya Raas on a joyous Navratri evening in NITK.

DDEFC also brings to you Spandan, the annual competition for dance, drama and fashion consisting of
artistic performances and a tightly contested fashion pageant, Mr. & Miss Glamouranza. Spandan
provides first years an opportunity to display their talents on stage and achieve super stardom!

Bharat Darshan is the flagship event of our club, and an annual cultural potpourri that celebrates
India’s unity and diversity. Its colourful display of dance and drama from the various states of India is
a mesmerising treat for the eyes and fills everyone with a sense of pride and patriotism. The states
participate and compete with much enthusiasm and grandeur, with a wonderful support crew in the
form of an encouraging audience. This year, the first place went to Kerala, second place to

Karnataka, and the third place was bagged by Andhra Pradesh.

DDEFC is home to the NITK Dance Crew, where members exhibit expertise in various dance forms —
classical forms like Bharatnatyam and Kuchipudi, street styles like hip-hop, popping, lyrical and
breaking, contemporary, and Bollywood. Similarly, the Fashion Team forms the oomph of our club to
put together a spectacle during one of Incident’s biggest nights - Haute Couture.

Dance Team: Dance to us is not only about grooving to the music. It is about expanding the horizons
of our imagination with choreography. It is about team work - overcoming differences, teaching

each other, bringing everyone together to put up a performance. It is about taking risks - learning
new styles and pushing ourselves to bring up the level of a performance. Most importantly, dance to
us, is how we find ourselves and lose ourselves at the same time; our shortcut to happiness.

Fashion Team: While we cannot say that clothes make us, it cannot be denied that they make quite

a statement. We admire beauty in all forms, and there can be nothing more beautiful than the
human form. Weeks of hard work, crumpled sketches and fingers covered in paint, glue and nee-
dle and pricks, and at the end of it all, our finest creation - a moving work of art.

i D

o e | T = | TR [

T

Top-bottom (L-R): 1-Rajeev, Pankaj Prajapat, Noumaan, Akhil, Mahendra Paliwal, Anil Jangid, Yashpal Singh Ranawat, Jayanth, Vasuki Satish, Manmohan, Akshay R,
Arvind, Naman Mantri, Rishit,2- S Sambhita, Sheetal Pasam, Yogitha, Srujana, Nehaal Nayak, Fathima, Mrinmayee, Piyush, Pratyush , Varun,3- Rahul Agarwal, Mad-
wisudan Agrawal , Madhusmita, R: Alok Umarjeet, Yenduri Bhanu Yashwant, Vikas Meena, Prof Suresh M Hegde, Arshad Khan, Almas parveen, Khush Patel,
Mukul Nagar, Ankit Nain, Roshni Ahirrao,Tanishq Diddee.

Entrepreneurship Cell, NITK is a non-profit organization run by the students of NITK that aims at developing
and fostering entrepreneurship culture among young students. We provide a platform for students to integrate
their technological skills and business acumen in order to convert their ideas to ventures. Several members have
started their own ventures in college and have taken them forward after graduation.
In sync with this E-Cell organizes the following events:
1)E-WEEK, which includes our flagship event E-PITCH, other competitions like Mock Stock, and various guest
lectures and workshops.
2)E-PITCH : The flagship B-plan competition at NITK Surathkal, is an inter-collegiate event, sponsored by the
Department of Science and Technology, Government of India. Students submit business plans and compete to
earn up to Rs. 10 lakhs in funding. The winners get direct entry to the finals of IIMB’s Next Big Idea and enjoy
mentorship support from NSRCEL, IIMB as well as incubation facilities from Science and Technology Entrepre-
neurs Park (STEP-NITK).
3)TECHVENTURE is a design contest where students formulate a solution to an industry specific problem. The
winners go on to build a prototype which is presented to the industry.
4)KEPs (Knowledge Exchange Programs) are sessions during which members organize video conferences with
successful entrepreneurs and have discussions on finance, economics, business, and technology. These sessions
are open to NITK students.
5)ENTERPRISE is an exhilarating event of the club that tests the business aptitude as well as the marketing skills
of the participants. This event spans over a week and includes interviews and group discussions, leading to the
final round, a B-plan competition and the actual sale of goods to college students. Each team gets to keep the
profit made. The winning team is decided based on both the B-plan as well as the sales competition.
6)E-SUMMIT-Entrepreneurs join students in spreading awareness about entrepreneurship and inspiring the
leaders of tomorrow. The 2 day event will consist of talks and panel discussions by scientists, authors and entre-
preneurs. In addition, ‘E-Pitch] is conducted to provides an opportunity for the young startups
to present their idea to investors.National Entrepreneurship Network (NEN), India’s largest
entrepreneurship fraternity, has accredited the Entrepreneurship Cell of National Institute of
Technology Karnataka (NITK), as a high performance E-cell.

LA

AR A R

(il it




Kamath Shevgur, Rohit Shanbhag, Amith Kini, Ak § 1Ildttp Kumar, Tu un Mmll Sute] P I\ul&md Ml\ ur Chaudhari,
Bhushan Narkhede, Kevin Tom Kurian, Ritesh ble, Anand Thamb 'h'lt D\\l\ edi, Mohit Bhagwat , Pra g shith M\, \'1511\\ 7as A
5.,3-AKks a0, Sa sh Kanchodu , vant Matey, Mihir Parmar , gale , Ashish R Joishy , Pr ltttl\ I

Gupte, Prathvi B K, Ayush Saxena, Rohan Gonjari, Gagan S , Ayush Anbhore, Sande sh Bh alhe,4-Satyesh Shanker Aw:

Kumar Shetty, Dr. Hem Prasad Nath, Dr Pruthvirai U, Dr. S M Heode. Arshad Khan, Almas Parveen, Aquib A Nadaf, Sharan M Rai, Aiay Q a0

1s a consortium of members from all years belonging to both circuit and non-circuit branches, who
utilize their knowledge in their respective fields to contribute to projects, while understanding interdisciplinary
constraints and practicalities. The club comprises of two SIGs; Team Jarvis works on Robotics and its applica-
tions, and Team Enterprise specialises in designing and building radio controlled UAVs (Unmanned Aerial
Vehicle).
Team Jarvis : The team built a life-size manually controlled Badminton-playing Robot for ROBOCON ABU. The
robot was built with the objective of moving around and serving and returning a shuttlecock on a standard bad-
minton court. Another project was a low-cost Industrial Automation of an Automated Guided Vehicle, funded
by Daimler India Commercial Vehicles. The project has been carried out in CSD (Centre for System Design),
NITK. The vehicle is to cater to small industries for easy transport of loads up-to 500kgs. The built prototype
can carry 200kgs and has multiple functions like remote control, manual override and soft stop. The team plans
to approach other similar industries and focus on National/International competitions pertaining to Robotics.
Team Enterprise -Team Enterprise consists of individuals with a specific interest in aeronautics and flying of RC
UAV’s. The team takes on tasks such as modelling and analysis of various airfoil, construction of scratch built
fixed wing RC planes, as well as integration of the electronics within the aircraft. The team was able to conduct
many successful events in the academic year of 2016-17:
o Organised Wright flight as part of Mechanical events, Engineer -17, which was a great success and saw about 20
participants from NITK and various colleges across Karnataka.
» Conducted a workshop on simulation and basics of aerodynamics of an RC plane for students of NITK.
« Organised and conducted an Airshow in Vidyadayinee High school, Surathkal under the guidance of our fac-
ulty advisor, Dr Pruthviraj U, where different types of RC aircrafts and multirotors were showcased and demon-
strated.
« Conducted talks and workshop on UAVs and its applications in various colleges in and around Mangalore.
The members also took part and won in various district and national level aeromodelling events,
namely Tiara - St Joseph Engineering College, Sambhram - Shree Devi College of Engineering,
and bagged 3rd place winning a cash prize of Rs 30,000 in Aerophilia (National level aeromodel-
ling event) held in Sahyadri College of Engineering in Jan 2017.
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The NITK Films Club, one of the oldest clubs in the college, which started its journey by screening movies and
cricket matches, wrote a new chapter in NITK history when it introduced the first NITK Film Fest last year.

The Film festival aims at exposing the students of our college to quality movies from across the globe in order to
build a more informed environment about cinema. It also focusses on recent promising work made by emerging
directors in the Indian Film Industry. Critically acclaimed and socially responsible movies are screened. In the
maiden film festival the movie “Nanu Avanalla Avalu” was screened for which actor Sanchari Vijay won a Na-
tional Award. It was about the life of transgenders.

Following the footsteps of the inaugural edition the second NITK Film Festival was a huge success, continuing
its mission to build a more informed film audience in the campus.

This edition saw the screening of 7 films from across the country and also a foreign language film, Italian direc-
tor Vittoria De Sica’s Bicycle Thieves. In addition to this, an online Films Quiz was also held, which witnessed a
record participation of 152 teams and the top teams took part in the final round which was conducted during the
Film Fest and hosted by Quizmaster Rakshith Shetty.

A short film contest was also held which saw a total of more than 14 entries from across the country. The short
films were judged by eminent guests who were part of the fest and the top 3 films were awarded prizes.The chief
guest for the Inaugural was emerging Kannada Director Hemanth M Rao who shared his experiences with the
audience. It was immediately followed by the screening of his film Godhi Banna Sadharana Mykattu and an in-
teraction session.Other movies screened were Aligarh, Harivu, Kaka Muttai and the children’s animated feature
The Peanuts.

An interactive session with the actors of Ottal was also held and also later with Actor Sanchari Vijay and director
ManSoRe of the movie Harivu. These sessions brought enthusiastic movie buffs together and were filled with
interesting questions and meaningful discussions. The screenings and sessions were attended by students and
professors alike.

The NITK Films Club hopes to continue this tradition and make the NITK Film Festival an
event that is keenly anticipated every year.
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In October 2016, the Literary, Stage and Debating Society (LSD) put together ‘In a Nutshell” - a set of short plays
from different genres at the Silver Jubilee Auditorium (SJA). For the first time, NITK witnessed a theater produc-
tion consisting of works of Indian authors in vernacular languages such as Hindi and Urdu. The objective of this
production was to experiment with different forms of storytelling on stage while bringing the classics of Indian
literature into performance. The plays dealt with delicate and sensitive issues relevant to contemporary India,
such as homosexuality and partition. The event was very well received by the audience of over a 1000.

DebSoc’s main event in college is the debate tournament it holds for the first year students. We had a partici-
pation of 20 teams. Besides this, we have regular debate practice almost every week. Something that was tried
differently this year was to watch recorded WUDC debate videos together, adjudicate them and discuss. We
debated on a lot of issues ranging from politics, economics, current affairs (like demonetisation) to fictional
universes like Harry Potter. We participated in a British parliamentary tournament at Manipal Institute of Tech-

nology where Errol Lobo and Kapil Vashist reached novice finals while Chaitali Kulkarni broke as an adjudicator.

We also participated in a British parliamentary tournament at RVCE, Bangalore and an Asian’s parliamentary
tournament at ILS, Pune.

The quizzing clique of the LSD conducts quizzes for all students on campus every fortnight, on topics ranging
from sports to entertainment and movies to food. We started oft with an Indian Freedom Struggle quiz as part of
the college’s celebrations for National Unity week, after which we conducted the FQOT'Y (the First Quiz of the
Year), and quizzes on movies, sports, India, etc. Members of LSD participated and won quizzes at colleges like
MIT Manipal, Father Muller’s Medical College, NMAMIT, Nitte, etc. This year also saw students winning the
Manipal regionals of Tata Crucible, who then later went on to become runners up at the zonal finals in Hyder-
abad, securing them a seat at the national finals. We also brought in a quizmaster from Bangalore, Mr. Himadri
Banerjee, for Engineer, to conduct a SciBizTech quiz. We also had Mr. Arul Mani conduct two quizzes - India
and General - for Incident, which saw a record participation of 80 teams.

The idea behind Lit Gig is to provide a platform for budding writers to express their thoughts
and ideas in the form of the written word. We've had writing sessions on various themes includ-
ing - blurring the lines of sexism, poetry, one-minute pieces and spoken word poetry. Workshops &
will also be held by Lit Gig’'s members related to different techniques of writing.
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reative Design(M/ 1n the campus. 1larating
teaser trailers and captivating posters for numerous occasions and events are often wowed upon, but the crew be-
hind these are not known to many. But then that’s how we operate. Creativity and innovation seek no attention.
MACD was founded in 2012, when a small group of design fanatics felt the need to extend their works beyond
the two fests of the college. MACD has grown since, and now consists of about 70 members. Dr.Pawan Kumar
supervises over the activities of the club.
There are three SIGs within the club, namely Media, Design and Content Development. The Media team boasts
of highly skilled sound engineers and 3D experts, who deal with the production and editing of videos and ani-
mated sequences. The Design team takes care of making posters, brochures, flyers, banners, pamphlets, logos and
mascots for Incident and other events. The Content Development team is a recent addition to the club, and does
most of the brainstorming and provides guidelines for the media and design teams to follow. Events conducted
by many a club in the campus are often publicised by MACD via posters and promo videos.
The first task that MACD addresses is to create ‘Engineer’ and ‘Incident’ brochures for marketing, for which the
members work for a span of about 2 months from their homes in different parts of the country. After an impres-
sive work for the GC-10 Global Convention, MACD had earned some valuable exposure. Subsequently, the club
started receiving mails and calls from various firms and start-ups, both in and around the college.
Among the most significant works of MACD are the posters and videos for ‘Engineer’ and ‘Incident] including
the trailer and the aftermovie. The club also took the initiative to make college promo videos such as “Happy
NITK”. Most of the work MACD does is often appreciated by resounding uproars during ‘Engineer’ and ‘Inci-
dent. This, along with the spirit of togetherness and coordination that the various SIGs exhibit, continues to be
the catalyst for the club’s unerring work ethic.
MACD holds workshops on different softwares such as Photoshop, After-effects and Sony Vegas every year in the
even semester. “Blender”- A 3D software workshop which was first of its kind - attracted campus wide participa-
tion. Online and offline competitions such as “Anti-Clockwise”, “Poster Master” and “Caption this!” were con-
ducted at different stages of the academic year. MACD also hosts a party at the end of every
year, wherein the core members of the club transfer the authority for the new office to take
charge. The club took a revolutionary turn this year, by conducting the recruitment process
online, thus making it more efficient and student-friendly.
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Students who hone their skills and cultivate new ones in the pursuit of its namesake form the Music Club of
NITK. From jamming for fun, to developing original compositions and practicing for various fests and musi-

cal nights, the members of the club are always on their feet and ready to take up challenges. This year, the club
welcomed 25 new members, with a wide variety of talents ranging from versatile instrumentalists to powerful
vocalists.

Musical nights are the standard medium through which the Music Club displays its talent. This year, as always,
we kicked off with Overture - the first musical night, where the senior members of the club got the college
freshmen acquainted ith the club. This gave the
latter a taste of what the Music Club has to offer,
along with the details regarding the auditioning and
recruitment process. The second musical night is
especially geared to- ards showcasing the talents
of the new recruits, and introduce them to all the
work that goes into putting on a good show - be
it practice, set-up, or technical aspects. During
and after the musical night, the new recruits get
acquainted with the current members, and start
forming bands to participate in the upcoming
university and college fests.

This year, we made a strong presence at Saarang
2017, with our participation strength nearly twice as compared to last year. While the first year students made
their first foray into the competitive inter-college environment and the a cappella group made its first appearance
on the IITM stage, more seasoned members took centre stage, and the final year band Mount ‘N’ Do secured the
third place in two events. The Music Club also participates in a number of local college compe-
titions such as at Adrenaline, Father Muller’s College’s annual fest, and one of the two bands that
participated this year, Tathwam, won the first prize. We hope to continue the trend throughout e e
the end of the year and beyond. cLue
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When one feels a sense of responsibility towards our world, we look for every way that we can to make a differ-
ence. ‘Genesis’ was started in 2007 with a vision to “teach today for a better tomorrow”. It started off with a cou-
ple of enthusiastic students trying to contribute and make a positive change in their surroundings. They used to
go to the temple near the beach and teach kids. Slowly the club grew into a large group including students from
all walks of life, from B Tech to PhD, MCA to MBA. In 2015, it became a National Service Scheme (NSS) Unit at
NITK, and adopted the pan-India motto of “YOU, BEFORE ME”. On 9 Feb 2017 it has seen a historic step where
it underwent an official inauguration of NSS(SFU) NITK by regional director of NSS Dr. A.N. Pujar (Ministry of
Youth affairs and sports). The club will be running under Mangalore university from academic year 2017-2018
with 200 volunteers and will be involved with the following activities along with a week-long camp.

With more than 200 volunteers and 70 executive members, we undertake many activities.NSS volunteers go to
the KREC Kannada Medium School and teach spoken English. The kids of classes 3-5 are taught English with
local rhymes so as to help them connect with their Indian roots more effectively. This year we organised KREC
Annual Sports day where 3rd to 8th standard students took part with enthusiasm in competitive games and win-
ners were awarded. Beach schooling involves teaching underprivileged kids on a daily basis. Every fortnight, we
also visit Lions School a school for specially- abled kids to organize games and recreational activities like paint-
ing and craft making.

We also conduct newspaper and cloth collection drives. The money collected during this is spent on solar lamps,
bags and footwear for the kids and on KREC Kannada medium school for their computer accessories require-
ments. During Incident, NSS organizes I Care, and presents the socially conscious face of the fest. We bring

kids to NITK, organize a treasure hunt for them and have loads of fun through conducting a lot of art & craft
activities. A workshop by child line Mangalore for KREC children was organised. We organize street plays and
campaigns to raise awareness about prevailing social issues. This year presented a street play on Child labour and
abuse which got admiration from the audience and gave much food for thought regarding betterment of child
safety. We organised a Blood donation camp in mega mess where around 300 units of blood
was donated by NITKians to the three blood banks. This year a Candle light march was organ-
ised to remember sacrifice of our national leaders on Azadi. NSS will continue giving back to
the society, for small stones put together make up a taller mountain.
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Expose is NITK’S annual photography expo which calls for photography enthusiasts from all over the country to
put their best clicks forward. It is held every year duringg INCIDENT and is conducted by the photography club.
Entries are sorted into various themes such as street, landscape, wildlife, macro and portrait and are displayed
under the tagline ‘Frames.

The street photography section shows the beauty of the streets and the common world through different per-
spective. Landscape and g — . Portrait, despite being
common themes occupy a 1« N i A very important space
in photography. While we observe wildlife ev-
eryday, its beauty is some- | 7 ﬁ thing that is captured
only with the eyes of a i photographer and is
represented under the wild- life category. Macro
and the objects provide

us with a novel view
of everyday objects. Astro combines photogra-

phy with poems and brings out the beauty in the
universe. Panorama refers to any wide angle
view or representation of physical space in
photography. We also had sections displaying
photographs of NITK pho- tographers.

Thus Expose stands out as an excellent addition
to the array of events during Incident while simultaneously calling attention to the finer elements of photogra-
phy. The event is a blessing for passionate photographers who get to examine pictures and learn minute details of
photography, as well as for others who visit the art gallery and are treated to a feast for the eyes.
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Society for mong 1s a strong volunteer
ment in NITK. Some of the activities are as follows.

1)Volunteers met every Thursday, after college hours, at a time and venue fixed as per convenience, and hold
discussions, which comprise summaries of past events, planning of upcoming events, as well as “lecture demon-
strations”. These are close, informal interactions on Indian classical art forms, in which either volunteers or guest
artists who are well versed in these art forms deliver a lecture and demonstrate their art form and hold interac-
tive discussions. The artists are either volunteers of the club, or students of NITK from outside the club or even
internationally renowned artists who are invited by the parent Mangalore chapter.

Some of the many lecture demonstrations conducted by us over the year include Saraswati Veena and Tabla in
music, Bharatanatyam and Odissi in dance and a lecture on Rare craftworks of India in the field of Fine Arts.
2)A huge number of internationally acclaimed Indian national awardee artists of various art forms are all part

of the SPICMACAY movement and are the torch bearers, sharing all their knowledge with the youth in schools
and colleges, in a move to spread awareness about the Indian cultural heritage. And hosting these artists forms
the most important part of the activities of the NITK chapter. About 4 - 5 artists are hosted over a period of two
semesters and students get to not only witness the art forms but also interact with the artists. Artistes hosted this
year include Vidushi Sangeeta Dash(Odissi), Dr. Balakrishna(Saraswati Veena), Shri Ranjit Kumar Gogoi and
troupe(Bihu), Pandit Pushparaj Koshti(Surbahar) and Vidwan Abhishek Raghuram(Carnatic Vocal).
3)Aradhana is an annual festival conducted primarily by the second year students ( typically the new volunteers)
to promote a sense of purpose towards the goals and ideals of SPICMACAY among them, targeted towards the
students of NITK - including the schools, as well as schools and colleges in the neighbouring cities/towns of the
Dakshina Kannada and Udupi districts. This is done to attract and create awareness among the young and bright
minds to discover and learn further about the rich Indian heritage. The events this year, comprised a rich variety
of competitions such as poetry, Rangoli, clay modelling, painting,debate, elocution and heritage quiz.The theme
for every event was chosen such that it bore a deep connection with our Indian heritage. Finally, open to all
students of all ages, we conducted a series of classical music and dance concerts. The artists for g 2
these concerts were chosen carefully through auditions and were given a stage to perform at
NITK (at the Pavilion). This was done to provide a stage and encouragement to young budding
artistes to inspire them to continue in their pursuit of dlscovery of the art forms they perform.
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The Voice Club conducts sessions, workshops and cultural programs to help students develop the highest char-

acter and ideals in life. We achieve this by reviving our respect towards our diverse culture. We bring the whole

college together during the auspicious days of Krishna Janmashtami, Ram Navami, Deepawali and Durga Puja.

We have started a lecture series called Gitamritam where renowned speakers address the students, discussing

our position in this world and help us shape our way forward by quoting adequate excerpts from the timeless

knowledge of Bhagavad Gita. We have conducted the following seminars to date:

1)“Living a Blissfully Successful Life” by Mr. Bimal Sud (retired General Manager of Deepak Fertilizers & Petro

Chemicals Ltd and a respected career guide)

2)“Positive Mental Attitude” by Dr. Surajeet Chakraborty (Principal of Ballal College of Physiotherapy and Presi-

dent of Indian Academy of Fitness Training)

3)“Anger Management” by Dr. Chakraborty

4)“Power of Habits” by Mr. Hareesh P.K. (NITK alumnus and a senior design engineer in Cadence)

A fresher comes to college with burden of expectations, be it from peers, parents or elders. There is always a pos-

sibility of sinking in a downward spiral of bad habits like smoking, drinking, gambling, disrespect for elders, rag-

ging, etc. As their well wishers, we strive to prevent them from entering this vicious cycle. To this end, we con-

duct a “DYS: Discover YourSelf” series every year consisting of meditation and lifestyle management sessions.

The Vedas, with their priceless knowledge, are the source of spiritual awakening and major engineering accom-

plishments. This year, we were fortunate to have with us eminent Vedic scholars to talk about “Vedic Engineer-

ing”:

1)Mr. M A Lakshmi Thathachar - Main speaker — World renowned Sanskrit Scholar and Director of Samskrti

Academy

2)Mr. M G Narasimhan - MTech., Director of Transdisciplinary Research, Sri Ramanuja Vishwa Vidya Prat-

isthana

3)Mr. M A Ananth - Senior research fellow, Transdisciplinary University

4)Mr. Hariharan - MTech aerospace engineer, Kansas University.

It was a day long seminar cum workshop on advanced technology in Vedas with proofs and

experiments. Some ongoing projects in Vedic Technology like Manuscript management were

demonstrated. e
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Club, is a group of students who provide help and teach each other as well as
anyone else who is interested. In the academic year 2016-17 we conducted several workshops, talks and contests.
We have one flagship event for each semester. Both these flagship events comprise of a whole week full of work-
shops and talks. In the odd semester of the year 2016-17, we organised the “Software Freedom Week (SFW)”.
SEW is conducted in the week of the global Software Freedom Day, which celebrates the works and contribution
of FOSSE community. During the SFW, we conducted workshops on Git, Linux, Julia, Wit.ai, Scilab and Machine
Learning using R and Pandas. Our flagship event for the even semester, “TuxRide”, was conducted in March with
more interesting workshops.

A major activity of the club is in the form of Online Programming Contests (OPCs). We conduct several contests
in each semester to provide students with the skills that are required by companies. We have introduced differ-
ent formats of OPCs from a Year Long Contest (YLC) to 3 hour sprints that most are well versed with. One such
contest conducted by the club once in a semester is Clique in which participants are given 5-6 problems to solve
in 3 hours. Many top competitive programmers around the world have participated in Clique. YLC 2017 which
started this year had over 150 sign ups and over 50 logins already. During the summer and winter holidays we
conduct competitions so that students can practice and compete with each other. Two OPCs were conducted
during the summer and 1 OPC was conducted during Winter. We have made great strides in this area as we had
a record number of onsite participants for the ACM ICPC - a worldwide programming contest. It is to our credit
that a team from our club became the first ever team from NITs all over India to qualify for the World Finals of
the event after being ranked 2nd in India.

We conducted two major talks in the odd semester of 2016-17. The first talk was to introduce the freshers to
algorithms, data structures and online programming contests conducted with the help of IE NITK. The second
talk was with the help of IEEE NITK, on a paper on caching algorithms. We also conducted a workshop, where
experts from Intuit talked about machine learning algorithms and their applications in industry. Alongside IE
NITK Chapter, we conducted a workshop on Virtual Reality and 360 photography. We had two offline mentor-
ships, in the basics of computer networks and MEAN stack development. Our online winter
mentorship, where we conducted online sessions on algorithms, data structures, machine
learning, web development, systems and so on, was attended by over 200 students of different
branches and programmes of NITK.
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Kannada Vedike is an official club which conducts a series of events to promote and encourage Kannada lan-
guage and culture in the campus. The events are usually conducted in the first week of November, before Par-

va is celebrated. Parva is an event organized every year by Kannada Vedike during the month of November to
celebrate Kannada Rajyothsava. Events conducted this year include Kannada quiz, Kannada debate, Treasure
Hunt(Alemariya Vidhi Nidhi) and the Ethnic day.

This year, the program started with a procession which showcased Karnataka’s culture and attracted a huge
crowd. The procession started from Reddi’s gate and ended at ‘Silver Jubilee Auditorium’ With volunteers and
Kannadigas holding the state flag, the procession was an event worth attending, to watch the spirit of Kannada
and Kannadigas. The procession involved Dollu Kunitha, Huli Kunitha, and Nasik bands, followed by Kumbha
Mela.

The events at SJA were kickstarted with the lighting of lamps by dignitaries on the stage, which included the
Chief Guest Sri. T S Nagabharana, a well known actor, director and singer from the Kannada Film Industry, Prof.
K N Lokesh - Director NITK, Prof. Suresh M Hegde - Dean (Student Welfare) and Asst. Prof. Ramesh M R - Fac-
ulty Advisor.
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Martha Graham rightly said that dance is the language of the soul and as a dancers ourselves, we believe in the
power and the importance of dance as an art form in our society. We have been absorbed in this form all our
lives, however we feel everyone can appreciate and enjoy dance.

NITK Dance Crew, comprising of dancers of various forms including hip-hop, classical and contemporary has
being providing the best platform to showcase the talents of the dancers. All sectors of the dance world are close-
ly tied here through continuous disclosure discourse, thereby learning from each other and working together to
move dance forward.

NITK Dance crew has represented the college in various competitions including the ones held in BITS Goa,
Father Muller’s Medical College, MIT Manipal and reality shows like Dance Wars. As a part of Incident 2017, a
flash mob was organised and performed by the Dance Crew in Forum Mall and Father Muller’s Medical College.
Dance room, where the NITK Dance Crew resides, has taught us much more than just dance moves. In fact, it is
an inseparable part of our NITK life. The only way to make sense out of change is to plunge into it, move with it
and join the dance. We hope NITK dance crew reaches further heights in the upcoming bright future.
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Avanti Fellows is a non-profit organisation to help underprivileged students, who are aspiring to study in India’s
top-notch colleges, in their preparation for national level entrance examinations. A unique pedagogy called ‘Peer
Learning, where students learn through video lectures and by engaging in fruitful discussions with peers without
the physical presence of a subject-expert, is successfully implemented at Avanti. A considerable number of Avan-
ti students out-perform those from normal coaching institutes.

At NITK’s chapter, Avanti Fellows has been associated with Jawahar Navodaya Vidyalaya at Mudipu, an hour’s
drive from Mangalore. Our team conducts weekly visits to JNV Mudipu to mentor the students technically and
mentally. We conduct doubt solving sessions and clarify concepts taught in the video lectures to the students. But
more importantly we ensure to keep them motivated and hardworking throughout their learning. The students
at Navodaya are housed in the school dormitories from a young age, going through the drill of pre-university ed-
ucation and entrance exam preparation. At times, more than getting doubts cleared, all they need is a motivating
pat on the back, a “Don’t worry, you can do it!” Having experienced the same challenges, a mentor’s role is not
just limited to solving doubts; it becomes more of an elder sibling’s, to support, and guide them.

A typical Navodaya visit on every Sunday morning, consists of subject-wise sessions for Physics, Chemistry, and
Mathematics for 11th and 12th grade students, concluded by lunch in the school dining hall. The food served at
Mudipu is undoubtedly worthy of a second mention!

Apart from the normal visits, we also had a book collection drive in the odd semester. We thank all generous
NITKians who donated their JEE resource materials and books for the Navodaya students.

Avanti Fellows offers summer internships and conducts recruitments for NITK students. But more importantly,
it gives you a chance to give back to society. In all the hullabaloo surrounding pre-university students, what grat—
ifies a mentor most is when students hunched in doubt jolt back upon understanding a concept a- =
you!
Avanti
Fellows
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[op-Bottom (L - R):1- Piyush Naveen Bansal, Karthik Krishnakumar, David Nazareth, Ajaydev N, Harikrishna Dev, Rishikesh Patil, Pratik Patil, Vishnu Teja, Pratyush
Kumar Giri

2- Susheel Patel, Abel Joseph, Aditya Mishra, Abhilash Krishnan, Amey Joshi (Head of Design and Analysis), Akshay Jacob (Captain), Dr. Veershetty Gumtapure (Fac-
ulty Advisor), Supreet Deshpande (Vice-Captain), Abhinand Pusuluri (Head of Marketing and Operations), Ramakrishna P (Head of Vehicle Dynamics), Issac Jacob
(Vice-Captain and Head of Powertrain), Prajwal B Bharadwaj, Dilip Menon, Vikas Shetty

It indeed is an amazing feeling when you realise that racing is much more substantial than a car just vrooming
around a race track, hitting top speeds or manoeuvring those curves. Once your hands get greasy, putting in all
those sweaty hours in the perpetual odour of oil at the lab to work on the car; racing just isn’t a game anymore. It
becomes your passiony the team members become your family and ultimately: You are the car, the car is you!

Lo and behold, we argproud to present to you Team Baja NITK Racing!

Baja has been Ml TK’sidark horse since its inception in.2007, consistently nurturing aspiring automobile engi-
neergmosstrive tawards eéxcellence and to exhibithard work! As a team of 25 undergraduate students, we con-
ceivedesign, nfanufaeture, and market All-Terrain Vehicles (AT Vs). We participate in national level tourna-
Wehts organiséd.byithe\SAE India with our tryst with#victory/extending to our debut season, where we ended up
Ovet@ll Runnef@ Up:

Dursfg the redentlyjconcluded tournament'—Baj@ SAE #adia 2017, we underwent a hugely cognitive experience;
taing to the competition our lightest ever ¢hagsis, weighing in.at just 29.5 Kg! Baja NITK secured 3rd in the
SalcgiRresentagbn-with our designs being highlyacglaimediby-an expertpanel of judges. Representing a huge
earfillig curvegor the Team, when participatingiiifthe dynamiic cventssat BAJA SAE our buggy’s right rear wheel
qgsembly gavé wayjto a critical bearingifailure. IDespite our mMisfortine at not being able to participate in the En-
dilf@n ce event, thelentire tournamept provided'us withialu@bledéssons and inspiring positives to lift ourselves
up to_greater heights!

The Support of the Departiient ofMechanical Eaginegling#ihd the magnanimity of our sponsors only reenergise
us to achieve gredter successliFor this infrastructiilé @@ ssistance, we sincerely thank them. The coincidental
occunrence of our Institutes;annual cultural fest¥al made us unleash our ATV - the BNR Phantom, to all our
well-wishers back home. We took the Phantogiout#ran evening of splélidid fun on the NITK beach. To drive
and run behind it, and to watch'its'tyres, cast t§cks@long the eveningisea goast, we made memories to last forev-

Baja NITK certainly shares the'Zzestto wifl in toutnaments, but in spirit, welwill@always be a purist to make a car
for the sake of learning. We have so many people to thank;iprimafilyFoagamil e mbers. Follow the team on
Facebook to continue your support to us and be a part of the*bajagfamily,

<
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[op-Bottom (L-R): 1- Vijay BM, Dhanaraj Ranade, Naveen Rao, Amarty. ta, Pruthvik A, Vighnesh Velayudhan, Aniroodh Kumarswamy, Abhinav Rao, Bilal
Ahmed, Dibyayan Sengupta, Emmanuel Bij la Sri Charan, T R Rahul, Sushanth S Sheno Prateek Balekundri, Nishanth A B, Rajeev
Vangala, Amogh Katti, Rishit Kuber, Varun N, (Jlm aj Heda, Prateck J Prakash, Kevin D’Souza, Jatin Nayak, Syed Yousuff, Hussain Sunelwala, Abhijay Pandit, Ayam Jain,

=== Swapneel Naphade, Ajay Rao, Karan Chhajer, Nikhil Jayath, Aibin Isac, Sachin Menon, Arvind Satish, Harikrishnan R, Avinash Rao k

to grow, the team had decided to build a new racing car this season. Though the task seemed Herculean at first,
were proud to say that our hard work will soon bear fruit. The past few months of design and manufacturing
have been rigorous but it has also brought the team closer like no other task could have.

The steering and brake designs have reached their final stage. We have also acquired Maxxis 175/50 R13 tyres.
An engine dynamometer is being used to calibrate the ECU. Apart from this, a custom designed pedal box and
brake systems have been procured.All that stands before us now is to start the process of testing the car and get-
ting it race ready. SUPRA SAE 2017 looms large ahead of us and the team is up for the challenge.

Team NITK Racing was proud to collaborate with IEEE as technical sponsors for the international conference
IEEE Discover, 2016 in Surathkal. It was a great experience for us to interact with the various delegates who had
attended the conference. Their feedback on the various technical details of the car was certainly very enlighten-
ing for the entire team.

The team had also put up an interactive stall during the TEDx event held at NITK in October. It was a chance for
us to showcase our innovative thinking while educating the juniors regarding the work that the team does.

The stall was very well received, with people frequenting it to interact with the team. It was a great chance for us
to connect with the various speakers and have our passion reflected in them.

Engineer 2016 has been very special to the team as we managed to acquire our engine right before the start of
the fest. NITK Racing was a technical sponsor for the event and we organized a stall to showcase our car and the
newly acquired KTM 390 engine. It was an amazing experience to interact with the guest speakers and automo-
bile engineers from reputed institutes.

Our stall was frequently visited by racing enthusiasts and students with a passion for racing. We managed to
generate a genuine interest for the car among students and dignitaries alike.

2016 has brought us several challenges and hurdles. But the team members have taken each of these challeng-
es as an opportunity to develop their skills and grow as individuals, while strengthening the team as well. We
are poised for a great outing at SUPRA SAE 2017 and we look forward to taking the NITK brand to the greater
heights with our performances.

(L-R):J.Rojina,Deepthi M Hegde, Sanjana R Shetty, Shreya Shetty, Marathe Maitreyee Sanjiv, Vivaksha Maholia, Priya Mandal, Shodhan Nakshatri, I.Praveen Kumar,
Ketan S Palankar, Ajin Tom, Sathya Deep, Prathamesh S Mhetre

Badminton is a game each one of us has played at some or the other point in our lives. Be it with friends or fami-
ly, or at an academy, be it on roads or on wooden courts; we all play with varying degrees of expertise but almost
always the same level of enjoyment! This can be clearly observed by the large number of students and even pro-
fessors who play on the courts of our sports complex.

We, the badminton team of NITK, are one of the smaller teams in college with a grand total of sixteen members.
Regardless of our small number, we make up for it with rigorous form and dedication that was exhibited in our
major tournament, the one we all eagerly look forward to - Inter-NIT. We have been winning titles at Inter-NIT
over the last 3 years and we defended the same this year at Inter-NIT 2017 at Trichy. We have trained really hard
this year, following extensive fitness and workout schedules, accompanied with rigorous court movement drills.
A win or a loss, as a team, remains a special experience that we are glad to have had a chance to be a part of. We
hope that this family will keep growing bigger with every passing year and more players exhibit the enthusiasm
and drive we have always felt towards the sport, bringing laurels to our college in the future!

BADMINTON
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Top-Bottom (L-R): 1- Santosh Kodali, Alaric D’Souza, Sree Harsha, Rithwik Udayagiri, Akhilesh Kamble, Anshul Pinto, Mahir jain, Likith manavalan,
Vivek khedkar, Sripathi murlitharan, Suhag Ahraz asad, Suraj Hegde, Rahul Hr, Vysakh alungal, Arvind krishnan, Prabhul p. Kumar

2- David Nazareth, Srinidhi Bhat, Bishen Hegde, Arun sharma, Puneeth Shekhar, Sanjeev Narayanan, Hari shankar

asketball team has consistently been the one club where you find not only an extraordinary friend-
ship between the players but also a deep passion for the sport. The start of the season was rocky with rains
pouring down every alternate day, but with the gym always being open, we were able to build ourselves back
to a swift victory in the James Naismith Tournament hosted in Mangalore, beating NITTE in an extraordinary
display of defense. Due to Vysakh (1st year) delivering mind blowing three pointers and Ahraz(2nd year) and
Hari(4th year) having insane drives, the tournament as a whole was a whopping success. With Inter-NIT around
the corner, the team worked hard to get in top form to face off against the top teams in Jaipur. Throughout the
tournament, Srinidhi(3rd year) provided the team with unstoppable jump shots and Arun(4th year) played his
heart out showing impenetrable defense. Coming second, after losing to NIT Surat in the Finals, the ball team
had heavy hearts coming home, but we knew that our loss only paved the way for improvement. The second
semester started off with intense workouts and drills to prepare for the Incident Slam Dunk Tournament. With
the best teams coming from throughout the Nation, this was no easy cup. The team fought hard and well, but lost
in the Semis to the talented team from SJCC. Puni(4th year) awed the crowd with incredible ball handling and
David(3rd year) really stepped up by being an inspiring and versatile player. Overall, the Slam Dunk Tournament
was a huge success with Loyola, a stunning team from Chennai, taking the cup.

2- Vaibhavi Pai, Sanmathi Kamath, Arshad, Almas Parveen, Hari

r, Namrata Kogalur, Harshita Patidar
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Top-Bottom(L-R):1- Akshay G, Tejas Rafaliya, Praful Itti, Ravinder Bhasker, CVS Praneeth, Bhanu P Sharma, Pranay Nagrani, Aashish Budania, Shreyas KV, 2-
Jagadeesh Gedela, Prateek Mohanty, Arun Gugulothu, Anil Jangid, Kevin D’Souza, Arjun Rao, Stavan Limbadia, Rohit S Phani, Ali Asgar Khurshid

Played three tournaments this year till now, details are given below.
Inter NIT Cricket ( Jan,2017 - Rourkela) : Played two matches in league, won one, lost one, out in league stage.

KSCA 50 Over League ( Feb-March, 2017 - NITK and Panambur) : Played five league matches, won one out of
five, out in league.

MIT Revels (March, 2017 - MIT) : Lost the first match, out in league.

Cricket




Top-Bottom (L-R):1- Raja Akshay , Piyush Sarthi, Akash Benagi, Rahul Mohan,Omkar , Reddy Mani, Dilip Singh, 2- Rajesh Yadav, Karthik A S

Handball is an unsung game in a cricket dominated country like ours. We are happy that NITK has a young &
energetic handball team that defies all odds. As the match goes on, we stand as a single defensive unit and strike
the opponent with a strong offence and this leads to building bonds of friendship within the team. Being the
second fastest team sport in the world, this game truly testifies to your physical stamina & mental toughness.

During a period of four years, we have seen bitter defeats and humble victories, whose memories would
never fade. Losing the semi-final match against NIT Raipur at the Inter-NIT Sports Meet’'16 by the difference of
a single goal is an unhealed wound. As they say ‘history repeats itself’, the same thing happened against Amrita
University at MIT Revels’17. This time NITK is hosting Inter-NIT Handball Meet'17, we hope to bag the cham-
pionship in our home turf. Whatever happens, we play for the love of the game.

‘Top-Bottom (L-R): 1- Sharath S G, Akshay C D, Manoj K P, K Manoj, Chetan G, Vrushab M, Aditya S, R Meenash, 2- Harivarsha K, Vikas R, Ashwinkumar, Md Bilal,
Siddharaj R, Bhargav D R

Field Hockey is one of the most celebrated sports in the world. It is, of course, a difficult sport and requires a lot
of'practice and skills. Not everyone is lucky to be introduced to this game early in their childhood and it is that
fortumatélot who make this sport wonderful.

NITK issone'of the few colleges in India to have a hockey team. Our team practices regularly throughout the
year and participates in various tournaments like Dakshina Kannada league, Dasara Cup, Revels Championship,
and the Integ NIT tournament. The team has been very successful in Inter NIT hockey tournaments proving
their consistengy'@s’champions in the years 2011, 2012,2013, 2015 and 2016 under various captains like Madhu,
Nagaraj A, and Abhishek Y. Throughout the winning streak, the team has not lost even a single match and has
conceded zero goals:

With very few peoplefin the eollege knowing the game makes this team very special. Every year senior players
put in a lot of effort to passen their skills to as many as possible to maintain the consistent reputation. Many
players learn to play hockey forthe first in the college and are thrilled by it.

The sport has been an identity for many players who have been part of it for over 8 years. One such player is Mo-
hammed Bilal, who was adjudged asithe player of the tournament for consecutively two years, with 2017 being
his hat-trick opportunity.

The game has given many beautiful memeties to carry with us, we will never forget the difference between listen-
ing to a senior and telling a junior. It hagbéema constant companion and has taught us many lessons over the 4
years in college. We only wish that more and mozge students learn this game and enjoy every moment of it which
cannot be described on paper.

We look forward to winning the All India Integ NI'[Mieckey tournament for the year 2017 to decorate the team’s
success with another crown and carry forward thelegaey-as the part of this wonderful sport.

(15



Top - Bottom (L-R): Raja Akshay Nayak, Banoth Vamsi, G Avinash, Sai Kiran ,A Sri hari, Shreyas, Sangam Pradeep, Naresh, B Raju, N Pavan kumar, Sangam Raju (
Captain)

This academic year the kabaddi team of NITK participated in two major tournaments. Of them, the inter NIT
tournament was in the month of November in 2016 at MNIT, Jaipur. We tried our best in the survival game. We
qualified through the knockout matches but lost in quarterfinals. It was a good experience for the new players of
the team.

Though the team had practised extensively and had played well, we had lost. The team also participated in the
kabaddi tournament of Adrenaline by Father Muller’s college, Mangalore in the month of February 2017. It was
fine game at Father Muller. The team reached the quarterfinals and lost. In the even semester, the team had also
participated in an open tournament at Mangala stadium in Mangalore. Eventually the team lost in quarterfinals
there too.

Kabaddi - Kabaddi

Top-bottom (L-R): 1-Srivatsa S, Rupashi Sangal, Shivani R J, Varsha Lathika, Ananya V, Aishwarya S Kumar, Noumaan Syed, Akhil R P, Philip
Mathew, Ananda Krishnan K V, Amit Kumar Das, 2- Gautham D P, Arvind Satish, Dr. Manoj Shetty, Dr. Hem Prasad Nath, Shivaram A, Prof Suresh
* " M Hegde, Arshad Khan, Almas Parveen, Tanishq Diddee, Akankshya Kar, Shivani Gupta
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Top-Bottom (L-R): Deeksha Kondangal, Namratha Deepthi, Sahitya Penmetsa, Malvika Shetty, Kamya B Krishnan, SreeVarsha Pattery, Radhika Pai,
Divya Pentela, Chandrika, Pushpitha Patil, Dr. Manoj Kumar Shetty, Dr. Hem Prasad Nath, Dr. Shiv Kumar, Dr. S M Hedge , Arshad Khan, Almas
Parveen, Divya NA
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kal as a college. Making it into the team is a defining moment, that paves the way for our future commitment to the
sport through practice and tournaments.

Inter-NIT is one of the first tournaments we play. The women were crowned champions at Warangal in 2014, and
have since been striving relentlessly to regain the title. In addition, we also host Spike Fest during Incident, drawing
crowds from all over Karnataka and making it one of the flagship sports events of the fest.

Despite not having the opportunity to play as many tournaments as we would like, as a team we play for each other
and more importantly, for the love of the sport. We are fortunate enough to have a dedicated coach who makes sure
that our practice sessions are fruitful and beneficial. Apart from this,we also play regular matches amongst ourselves
and have formed a support system that extends far beyond the reaches of casual gameplay. Together,we help each
other improve upon our existing skills as well as organize matches when necessary. Despite our differences,on the
court,we are all bound by one goal: to never let ball touch the ground.One of the most prestigious sports groups in
NITK is the men’s volleyball team. The captain of the team is Lakshmisha, a student of Civil Engineering.

The team has had a very active participation in several tournaments this year. The most notable achievement was
winning 2nd place in Adrenaline, an intercollegiate sports fest at Father Muller’s College, Mangalore. This feat was
soon followed by reaching the Semi-finals of Revels, at MIT Manipal.

Opverall, this was the best season the team has had, and we are working hard for even better.

Top-Bottom (L-R): 1-.Shubham, mithun, dileep, Rakshith, venu, sahil, Kiran Kumar, Jay Kumar, Savin,.Sanjay, 2- sachin, Lakshmisha, Vijay




# Top-Bottom (L-R):1- mrighanabh prashant soham siddharth Abhishek ashwin aditya prakrith adil, 2- shashank siddharth hirok varun shivam akh- T Top-Bottom, (L-R): 1-KISHORE P M, SAI KUMAR YADAVALLI , ANKIT KUMAR, EESALA NIKHIL, DEEKSHA M KODANGAL, SAKSHI SO-
lesh akshay Nikhil zaheer arun irfan, 3- hitesh srivasta shanil david fayaz sooraj ; MANI, PRIYANKA R, AYUSH SAXENA, DHYVIK G J, SHREYAS, SHANMUKH M JOSHI K, ANUBIN JOY, SANTOSH PUJAR,PRAJWAL
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p-bottom (L-R): 1-Hruday, Achuth Arun Resmi, Gagan Majumdar, Vikas Maurya, Siddharth, 2-Thirtha Raj, M Syed Yousulf,
Pratham, Vamsi, Praveen Kumar, Vijay, Dheeraj Kumar, 3- Akshay K P, Prathamesh Barane, Amal John

(L-R): Anurag Das, Sridhar Shashank, Himadri Pal, Abhilash Krishnan, Aditya Prabhu, rudh Prakash,Aryaman Patel




Amaya Pavithran

Chandrika Chandu

Neha Rao B

Siddhant Jain

Sparsha Kumari




